Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1029
BY: M of A Zaccaro

MOURNI NG the death of WIIlie Colon, pioneering
t ronboni st, conposer, vocalist, and cultural icon

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor the lives of distinguished individuals whose extraordinary
achi evenents and dedi cation have nade a profound inpact upon their
communities, this State, and the Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of WIlie Colon, who died on
Sat urday, February 21, 2026, at the age of 75, and to celebrate a life
defined by artistic innovation, cultural pride, and public service; and

VWHEREAS, Born on April 28, 1950, in the South Bronx to Puerto Rican
parents, WIllie Colon was raised by his grandnother, who nurtured his
early passion for nusic and encouraged his artistic pursuits; and

VWHEREAS, At the age of 17, he recorded his first album E  Mlo,
released in 1967, which went on to sell nore than 300, 000 copi es and
established himas a form dable new voice in Latin nusic; and

VWHEREAS, As a teenager, he joined the cadre of artists who forned
t he | egendary New Yor k-based | abel Fani a Records, hel ping to pioneer and
popul ari ze what woul d beconme known worl| dwi de as sal sa nusic; and

VWHEREAS, Over the course of his illustrious career, WIllie Colon
recorded dozens of influential albuns, including La G an Fuga (1970) and
El Juicio (1972), works that expanded the reach and sophistication of
Latin nusic; and

WHEREAS, Hi s nusical style uniquely blended el enents of jazz, rock,
and sal sa, incorporating rhythns and traditions from Cuba, Puerto Rico,
Brazil, and Africa, while exploring the cultural identity and
experiences of Puerto Ricans in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, In collaboration with Panamani an singer-songwiter Ruben
Bl ades, he produced groundbreaking recordings including Sienbra and
Canci ones del Solar de |os Aburridos, which featured celebrated songs
such as Ti buron and Ligia Elena; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his career, WIlie Colon received numerous
accol ades in recognition of his extraordinary contributions to nusic,
including a Lifetime Achievenent Award from the Latin Acadeny of
Recording Arts and Sciences in 2004; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2015, Billboard naned hi mone of the 30 nost influential
Latin artists of all tine, affirmng his lasting I nfluence on
generations of nusicians and audi ences; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond his artistic acconplishnments, WIllie Colon was a



dedi cated social activist who served as a nenber of the Latino
Comm ssion on AIDS and the United Nations |Immgrant Foundation, and as a

board nenber of the Congressional Hi spanic Caucus Institute, advancing
causes of public health, immgrant rights, and Latino |eadership; and

WHEREAS, His life's work stands as a testanent to the cultura
contributions of Puerto Ricans and Latinos in New York State and
t hroughout the Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Wllie Colon, honoring his remarkable life, his
i mmeasurable contributions to nusic and culture, and his steadfast
commtnment to community and social justice; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of WIlie Col on.



