Assenbly Resol uti on No. 1023
BY: M of A Barrett

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 1-7, 2026, as School Social Wrk Wek in the
State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National School Social Wrk Wek

VWHEREAS, School social workers serve as vital nmenbers of a school's
education team playing a central role in creating partnershi ps between
t he hone, school, and community to ensure student academ c success; and

WHEREAS, School social workers are especially skilled in providing
services to students who face serious challenges to school success,
i ncluding disability, poverty, discrimnation, abuse, neglect, nental
i1l ness, honelessness, bullying, famlial stressors, and other barriers
to | earning; and

VWHEREAS, School social workers are nore necessary now than any tine
in recent nenory, as nore students are struggling with nental and
behavi oral health disorders, with nearly one in five children having a
di agnosed nental, behavioral, or devel opnental disorder; and

WHEREAS, Those who wi sh to access community nmental health services
often find them unavail abl e, inaccessible, or inadequate; and

WHEREAS, School nental health prograns are critical to early
identification of and early intervention for nmental health problens; and

VWHEREAS, School social workers, being licensed nental health
pr of essi onal s in our school s, provi de necessary assessnent,
i nterventions, counseling, famly outreach, and community referrals; and

WHEREAS, School social workers know edge of school culture and
school climte are necessary for responsible school safety planning; and

VWHEREAS, School social workers contribute to increasing graduation
rat es in New York, including an eighty-six percent high school
graduation rate in 2025, and a dropout rate of just five percent; and

WHEREAS, Research indicates that school nental health prograns
| nprove educational outcones by decreasing absences, dropout rates and
discipline referrals, while inproving academ c achi evenent; and

WHEREAS, The cel ebration of School Social Wrker Week highlights the
vital role school social workers play in the lives of students in New
York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 1-7, 2026, as School
Social Wrk Week in the State of New York, and to honor and recognize
the contributions of school social workers to the success of students in
schools across the State, as well as encourage the people of New York



State to observe School Social Wrk Wek wth appropriate activities
that pronote awareness of the vital role of school social workers, in

schools and in the community hel ping students prepare for their futures
as productive, engaged citizens; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor K.



