Senat e Resol ution No. 955
BY: Senator WEBB

CONGRATULATI NG the Binghanton University Debate
Team upon t he occasion of capturing First Place at
the 79th National Debate Tournanent

WHEREAS, Individual and team chanpionships are vital for healthy
conpetition anong our students; this Legislative Body commends rare
achi evenents and pays special recognition to those who pursue such
excel | ence and becone exanples for the youth of this great Enpire State;
and

WHEREAS, Conpetition helps prepare students for the future by
instilling in themthe inportance of teamwrk and devel opi ng a sense of
fair play; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to congratulate the
Bi nghanton University Debate Team upon the occasion of capturing First
Place at the 79th National Debate Tournanment on Tuesday, April 8, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, The Binghanton University Debate Team consists of 30
menbers; four were specifically selected to qualify for this tournanent;
Eli Turner-Louis and Jerem ah Cohn were the tournanment finalists; and

VWHEREAS, Despite wi nning tournanents in previous years, April 8§,
2025, was a historic day for the Binghanton University Debate Team for
the first time inits history, and the first tinme a New York wuniversity
had acconplished this feat, Binghanton University took home the trophy
for the National Debate Tournanent (NDT); and

VWHEREAS, Conpeting in the nost presti gi ous nat i onal debat e
chanmpionship in the United States, this honor was attained after a 3-2
deci sion agai nst the University of Kansas; this win follows a 2024
victory at the Coss Exam nation Debate Association (CEDA) Nati onal
Tour nanment ; and

WHEREAS, Eli Turner-Louis was satisfied with the know edge that as a
seni or, she ensured that the door behind her will not close for the next
person; and

VWHEREAS, Jerem ah Cohn expressed his elation for the victory, saying
that he is very happy, especially on behalf of Binghamton University;
the nmenbers of the Debate Team defied the odds against them and
triunphed over the other teans; and

VWHEREAS, The dedi cated nenbers of the Binghamton University Debate
Team worked arduously, conpeting at the sane | evel as other teans which
had the advantage of nobre resources and coaching staff; they nerit the
admration of the citizens of the State of New York; now, therefore, be
it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate the Binghanton University Debate Team upon the occasi on of

capturing First Place at the 79th National Debate Tournanent; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Debate Chanpions, Eli Turner-Louis and Jerem ah Cohn, and
Joe Shatz, Director of the Binghamton University Debate Team



