Senat e Resol ution No. 909
BY: Senator GRI FFO

HONORI NG Perry Courto upon the occasion of his
retirement after 27 years of distinguished service
to The Arc Madi son Cortl and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge the
significant m | est ones in the distinguished careers of esteened
residents of this noble Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Perry Courto wupon the occasion of his retirenment, effective Thursday,
January 5, 2026, after 27 years of distinguished service to The Arc
Madi son Cortl and; and

WHEREAS, For the past 27 years, Perry Courto rendered faithful,
consci enti ous and val uabl e service to The Arc Madison Cortland earning
the admration, esteem and affection of his colleagues; and

WHEREAS, Since joining The Arc Mdison Cortland in 1998, Perry
Courto has held various positions, and in July, 2019, he earned the
esteened | eadership role of chief executive officer; and

VWHEREAS, In his capacity as chief executive officer, Perry Courto
| ed The Arc Madison Cortland with loyalty, honor and distinction, and
was governed by a keen sense of duty and al ways showed a uni que grasp of
human problens in his official acts; and

WHEREAS, Perry Courto led The Arc Mdison Cortland through many
chal l enges, including the COVID 19 pandenmic and staffing storages;
despite these challenges, Perry Courto ensured critical services
continued while sinultaneously prioritizing the health, wellness, and
safety of staff and individuals supported; and

WHEREAS, Anopngst the many acconplishnents achi eved by Perry Court o,
one of the nost inpactful achievenments has been the increase in direct
care wages, which rose from$13 an hour in My, 2021, to $20 an hour by
February, 2025, an inpressive 54% increase, further showasing Perry
Courto's commtnent to staff and the care provided; and

VWHEREAS, The hi gh standards of care and support provided by The Arc
Madi son Cortland has been cultivated by Perry Courto and his skilled
| eadership team and they have be reaccredited from The Council on
Qual ity and Leadership in March 2019 and August 2023; and

VWHEREAS, The drive, dedication, and heart of Perry Courto, in tandem
with his experienced staff, fostered exceptional care for the people
supported by The Arc Mdi son Cortland; and

WHEREAS, Perry Courto will serve in a new role as senior advisor to
facilitate a snoboth | eadership transition during the next year, and he



| ooks forward to spending nore tine with famly in his retirenent; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Perry Courto upon the occasion of his retirement after 27 years of
di stingui shed service to The Arc Madison Cortland; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Perry Courto.



