Senate Resolution No. 826
BY: Senator COWRI E

HONORI NG Jack "G aconp” Virdone posthunously upon
the occasion of the co-naming of a Street in Queens,
New York, in recognition of his remarkable Iife and
commtnment to conmunity

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their
val ued contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, Jack Virdone, known affectionately as "G acono," was a
bel oved figure in the Briarwod, Queens conmunity and beyond; his deep
admration for authentic Italian cuisine and fine dining resonated with
countl ess diners since his acquisition of Alba Pizzeria & Ristorante in
1984; and

VWHEREAS, The inpact Jack Virdone has had on the Briarwood conmunity
and beyond is worthy of this esteened recognition; a special street
co-renanmng cerenony wll be held on Saturday, April 19, 2025, at the
I ntersection of 84th Drive and Queens Boul evard in Queens, New York; and

WHEREAS, Born in Sicily, Jack Virdone's journey from a young
immgrant to a celebrated restaurateur is a testanent to his passion for
traditional Italian cuisine and unwavering commtnent to quality; Al ba
Pizzeria & Ristorante, under his | eadership, served as a destination
where patrons could experience genuine Italian hospitality and cuisine;
and

WHEREAS, Jack Virdone, loyal to <classic recipes and traditional
cooking methods, was renowned for his staple dishes such as Chicken
Francese and his "Shrinp Sinatra"; he also took great pride in offering
healthy options, including a variety of salads, vegetables, and fish
di shes, all while never conprom sing quality and flavor; and

VWHEREAS, One of Jack Virdone's crowning achievenents was catering
for Pope Benedict XVI during his visit to New York Gty in 2008; this
prestigious event underscored the dedicated chef's reputation for
excellence and brought international recognition to Alba Pizzeria &
Ri storante; and

VWHEREAS, Jack Virdone's neticulous attention to detail and his
insistence on wusing only the finest ingredients earned hi maccol ades
fromboth | ocal patrons and distingui shed guests alike; and

VWHEREAS, Jack Virdone distinguished hinself in his profession and by
his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his community; and

VWHEREAS, When Bri arwood faced the closure of other beloved



establi shments, Jack Virdone stood confident and wunwavering in his
commtnent to keeping Alba Pizzeria & Ristorante open, protecting the

renowned and bel oved | egacy he had so diligently crafted over decades of
hard work and passi on; and

WHEREAS, Jack Virdone's commtnent to excellence, and his spirit of

humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise, I ncl udi ng
charitabl e and civic endeavors; he was an avid supporting of |ocal Lions
Cl ubs i n hi s community, naking notable contributions to their

fundraising initiatives and offering his establishnent as a place to
host their events; he additionally supported Hi spanic organizations,
hel ping to raise funds for kitchen projects and school supplies for
comunities in Ecuador, Argentina, and Col unbi a; and

VWHEREAS, Further, Jack Virdone, ever proving his investnent in the
success of his fellow New Yorkers, donated a scoreboard to Archbishop
Mol | oy Hi gh School, and regularly donated pizzas to | ocal public schools
and comunity organizations such as the Comunity Association and
Samaritan Village; it was also inportant to Jack Virdone to support park
cl eanups throughout Briarwood as well as to contribute neals to the
Friends of the Queens Public Library, denonstrating his unrelenting
commtment to conmunity devel opment and environnental stewardship; and

WHEREAS, Marking the end of an era at Alba Pizzeria & Ristorante,
Jack Virdone died in 2020; he | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
he served and befriended; and

VWHEREAS, This event will not just celebrate a nanme change, but wll
inspire the Queens conmmunity and beyond to adopt Jack Virdone's
dedi cation to conmunity, philanthropy, and the pursuit of excellence in
all undertakings, ensuring that his influence continues to shine
brightly in our daily lives; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Jack "G acomp" Virdone posthunpbusly wupon the occasion of the
co-naming of a Street in Queens, New York, in recognition of his
remarkable life and commtnent to conmmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Jack Virdone, and to Alba Pizzeria &
Ri st orante.



