Senate Resolution No. 479
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORING divia Gange, CD, MP, upon the occasion
of her designation for special recognition at the
Young, G fted, and Bl ack Entrepreneurial Awards 20th
Anni versary Gala on February 26, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
comend out st andi ng i ndi vi dual s whose vi sion, |eadership, and dedication
have contri buted i mensely to the advancenment of culture, the arts, and
t he enmpower ment of conmunities worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Aivia Gange, CD, MP, upon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition at the Young, Gfted, and Bl ack Entrepreneurial Awards 20th
Anni versary Gal a on Wdnesday, February 26, 2025, at Terrace on the
Par k, Queens, New York; and

VWHEREAS, The Young, G fted, & Black (YG) Entrepreneurial Awards
were established in 2006 by Carl Gay as a platform to spotlight and
cel ebrate everyday individuals who serve as positive role nodels,
inspiring their peers through their acconplishnents, perseverance, and
contributions; and

WHEREAS, Carl Gay's vision for the Y& Entrepreneurial Awards has
remai ned steadfast in ensuring recognition is given to those whose
contributions, though not always highlighted in nmainstream nedia, have a
profound and lasting influence within their fields and society; and

WHEREAS, divia "Babsy" Gange has been the Menber Parlianent for
St. Catherine Central since 1997; she was appointed Mnister of
I nformation, Youth, Sports and Culture, with responsibility for Wnen
and CGender Affairs, Entertainment, Conmmunity Devel opnent and Speci al
Projects in 2007; she also served as Mnister of State in the Ofice of
the Prime Mnister (1985-1989), and Governnent Senator and Parlianentary
Secretary for Information and Culture (1983-1985); and

VWHEREAS, This extraordinary woman has dedicated her I|ife to the
devel opment and pronotion of Jamaica's creative and cultural industries,
advocating for policies that wuplift artists, protect intellectual
property, and expand econom c opportunities through the arts; and

WHEREAS, A tireless advocate for cultural developnent, Mnister
Aivia Gange was appointed the first Caribbean Community (CARI COV)
Chanpion for Culture, where she chanpioned initiatives that have
st rengt hened the capacity of cultural institutions, artists, and
creative industries across the region; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, a pioneer in the Reggae and Dancehall nusic
i ndustries 1in Jamaica, Canada, and the United States, Mnister G ange
has played an instrunental role in the international pronotion and



preservation of Jamai ca' s nmusi cal | egacy, contributing to the
devel opment of copyright legislation and serving as a founding nenber

and Director of the Jamaica Association of Conposers, Authors, and
Publ i shers (JACAP); and

WHEREAS, Mnister divia Gange's longstanding commtnent to the
arts extends beyond governnent, having co-founded Contrast, Canada's
first Black comunity newspaper, served as CEO of Specs Limted and
Spec- Shang Misic, and led nunerous cultural devel opnment prograns,
further anplifying the voices and talents of Caribbean artists; and

VWHEREAS, Her profound contributions to public service and cul tural
advancenment were recogni zed in 2015 when she was awarded the Order of
Di stinction, in the rank of Comander (CD), for her unwavering
dedi cation to Jammica's nusic industry, cultural devel opnent, and public
service; and

WHEREAS, As a community advocate and | eader, Mnister Aivia G ange
has tirelessly pronoted the advancenent of youth and wonen, working to
foster job creation, inprove healthcare access, and st rengt hen
opportunities for marginalized comunities; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper that this Legislative Body pause
inits deliberations to recognize and honor divia Gange for her
extraordinary contributions to culture, public service, and the gl obal
creative econony, and for serving as an inspiration to generations of
artists, policymakers, and entrepreneurs; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Aivia G ange, CD, M, upon the occasion of her designation for
special recognition at the Young, Gfted, and Bl ack Entrepreneuria
Awards 20th Anniversary Gala; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Aivia Gange, CD, M.



