Senat e Resol ution No. 440
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

CONGRATULATING the 2025 New York State Senate
Hi storical Wonen of Distinction

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge and
celebrate individuals and events of historic significance which add
vitality, sensitivity, wunderstanding and inspiration to the diversity
and val ue of the people of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Wnen of every economic, ethnic and religious background
have made significant contributions that are reflected in our cultural,

social, educational, industrial and econonmc diversity, and have
contributed in mny ways, including as witers, educators, scientists,
heads of state, politicians, civil rights crusaders, artists,
entertai ners, busi nesswonen, mlitary per sonnel , avi ators,
entr epreneurs, phi | ant hr opi st s, heal t h pr of essi onal s, engi neers,

religious |eaders, judges, |lawers, |aw enforcenent personnel, athletes,
not hers, nurturers and the building blocks of our communities; and

WHEREAS, It is the purpose of this Legislative Body to induct five
new honorees for the year 2025: U S. Coast @uard veteran and forner
prisoner of war Florence Finch (1915-2016); U S. Arny veteran and
Congressional Gold Medal recipient Crescencia Joyce Garcia (1920-2023);
| awyer and politician Mary Anne Krupsak (1932-2024); | abor advocate and
politician Mary Pinkett (1926-2003); and educator and activist Um
SenCGupta (1935-2022); and

WHEREAS, Wonen who have becone part of New York's lasting heritage
by fighting agai nst stereotypes, prejudice and seem ngly insurnountable
obstacl es include: Sojourner Truth (1797- 1883), forner slave and fanous
activist; Harriet Tubman (1820-1913), best-known "conductor" of the
Under ground Railroad and pronoter of Black education and wonen's rights;
suffragettes Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) and Elizabeth Cady Stanton
(1815-1902); world-renowned folk artist G andm Mses (1860-1961); faned
reporter Nellie Bly (1867-1922); Sybil Ludington (1761-1839), known as
the "female Paul Revere"; Barbara MCintock (1901-1992), Nobel
Prize-wnning genetic scientist; and "First Lady of the Wrld," Eleanor
Roosevelt (1884-1962); and

VWHEREAS, New York State has been, and continues to be, the hone to
many distinguished wonen who have made their mark in history as the
first in their field to succeed; representative of these "firsts" are
contributions by wonmen such as: Lady Deborah Mody (1586-1659), first
woman grantee for |land ownership in the New Wrld; Elizabeth Bl ackwell
(1821-1910), first female physician; Anmerica's first trained nurse,
Li nda R chards (1841-1930); Emma WIllard (1787-1870), founder of the
first endowed i nstitution of education for wonen; hairdressing
entrepreneur Madam C.J. Wal ker (1867-1919), Harlem |eader and first
self-made fermale mllionaire in the U S.; Buffalonian Loui se Bl anchard
Bet hune (1856-1913), first professional female architect in the Nation;
Lucille Ball (1911-1989), actor and president of Desilu Productions, the



first woman to lead a mmjor Hollywod production conpany; Katharine
Benent Davis (1860-1935), New York City Correction Conm ssioner, first
wonman to head a mjor City agency;, Wnifred Edgerton Merril

(1862-1951), the first American worman to receive a Ph.D. in Mthemati cs;
Dr. Mary Edwards V&l ker (1832-1919), the first and only woman to be
presented with the Congressional Medal of Honor; and Bel va Lockwood
(1830-1917), the first woman to practice |aw before the United States
Suprene Court; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes that New York State is the
hone to countl ess wonen who are strong and colorful threads, vital to
the fabric of our rich heritage, who have contributed and continue to
add to the advancenent of our culture through their traditional and
non-traditional roles in society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the i nduction of five new inductees into the New York State
Senate's Hi storical Wnen of Distinction 2025 exhibit; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the National Wnen's Hall of Fane and the New York State
Di vi si on for Wnen.



