Senate Resolution No. 419
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Soh  Young Lee- Segredo upon the occasion
of her designation for special recognition at the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards Gala on
March 9, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
comend i ndi vi dual s whose | eader shi p, advocacy, and artistic
contributions have enriched conmuni ties, fostered cul tural
under st andi ng, and advanced the principles of diversity, -equity, and
i ncl usi on; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Soh Young Lee- Segredo upon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards Gala, to
be held on Sunday, March 9, 2025, in celebration of Wonen's History
Mont h under the thenme "Wnen of Destiny"; and

WHEREAS, Born in Seoul, South Korea, and having lived in Paraguay,
Brazil, and Spain, Soh Young Lee-Segredo has dedicated her life to
bridging cultures, advocating for diversity, and using the arts as a
vehicle for social change; and

WHEREAS, From an early age, she denpbnstrated a strong commtnent to
| eadership and activism serving as Vice President of the Red Coss
Yout h M ddl e School Division in Seoul, where she developed an
under st andi ng of global citizenship and humanitari an service; and

VWHEREAS, A nulti-faceted artist, educator, and cultural anbassador,
Soh Young Lee-Segredo has devoted herself to enpowering diverse
comunities through nusic, storytelling, education, and advocacy,
hol ding |eadership roles as past director of the Milticultural Peace
M ssion Choir, president of the Korea American Association of Queens,
and president of the Multicultural Council of NY; and

WHEREAS, As an advisor for the Gaia Essence Wnen' s Wl ness
Conference and president of the Asian Pacific Anmerican Council of
Educators (APACE), Soh Young Lee-Segredo actively anplifies Asian
voi ces, supports Asian teachers and parents, and pronbtes educational
equity; and

VWHEREAS, A distinguished perfornmer, Soh Young Lee-Segredo has woven
together cultural traditions through nusic, leading her ensenble, The
Soh Young Ensenble, to debut at Carnegie Hall's Will Recital Hall, and
earning the KBS Korean Idol NY Conpetition award in 2007; and

VWHEREAS, Soh Young Lee-Segredo has been instrunental in Hofstra
University's Annual Celebration of Diversity Gla, serving as Misic
Coordi nator since its inception, as well as a dedi cated education coach
for the Jackson IB PYP School in the Henpstead Union Free School



District; and

VWHEREAS, During the COVID-19 pandemc, she brought communities
together through virtual concerts and online cultural cooking classes
for the Queens Public Library, and in collaboration with the Long Island
Council of Churches, she delivered food and essential resources to
famlies in need; and

VWHEREAS, Soh Young Lee-Segredo's conmitnent to education and
mul ticultural awareness has been wdely recognized, ear ni ng her
prestigious honors, including the Nassau County M.K Award, NAACP Harl em
Chapter Award, Hofstra University Celebration of Diversity Honoree
(2013), Legislator Kevin Thomas Wnen's Award (2023), and the Nati onal
Association for Miulticultural Education (NAME) Equity, Social Justice
Advocacy Award at the 25th Anniversary New Ol eans Conference in 2015;
and

WHEREAS, A dedi cated educator, Soh Young Lee- Segredo was honored as
the New York State Association of Bilingual Education (NYSABE) Bilingual
Teacher of the Year in 2023, naking history as the first Asian educator
to receive this award in 45 years; and

WHEREAS, Soh Young Lee-Segredo's advocacy has ext ended to
i nternational platforns, including presenting "Cross the Border" stories
at the 66th UN DPI/NGO Conference in Korea, representing rulticultural
educators at the National Endownent for Humanities in Al abam, and
participating in global education initiatives in Israel, Turkey, and
Korea; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong advocate for library literacy and education, Soh
Young Lee- Segredo has dedi cated over 35 years of service to the Queens
and Long Island Ilibraries, pronoting cultural I|iteracy, historical
awar eness, and the preservation of diverse narratives; and

WHEREAS, Her remarkabl e achi evenents have been recognized by civic
and governnental |eaders, including being awarded the NYC Citizenship
Award by former Councilman John Liu and the Certificate of Appreciation
from the Queens Public Library for her exceptional contributions to the
New Aneri cans Progran and

VWHEREAS, Soh Young Lee-Segredo has devoted her |I|ife to cultural
di pl omacy, education, and advocacy, using nusic, storytelling, and
activismto foster understanding, unity, and inclusion anong diverse
comunities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Soh Young Lee- Segredo upon the occasion of her designation for
special recognition at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards
Gal a, commendi ng her for her extraordinary contributions to the arts,
education, and nulticultural advocacy; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Soh Young Lee- Segredo.



