Senate Resolution No. 416
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORING Cristina Contreras upon the occasion of
her designation for special recognition at the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards Gala on
March 9, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend individuals whose |eadership, dedication, and service have
transfornmed communities and i nproved |ives; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Cristina Contreras wupon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards Gala, to
be held on Sunday, March 9, 2025, in «celebration of Wnen's History
Mont h under the thenme "Wnen of Destiny"; and

WHEREAS, Born in the Dom nican Republic, Cristina Contreras is a
visionary healthcare | eader with nearly three decades of experience in
hospital admnistration, clinical operations, and executive managenent,
tirelessly working to inprove healthcare access and quality for
under served conmmuni ties; and

WHEREAS, Cristina Contreras began her career as a caseworker,
denonstrating an unwavering commtnent to patient advocacy and community
service, which led to a steady rise through the ranks of New York City
Health + Hospitals, the nation's |argest nunicipal healthcare system
and

WHEREAS, | n 2024, Cristina Contreras was appointed Chief Executive
Oficer of NYC Health + Hospitals/Lincoln, |located in the South Bronx,
after previously serving as Chief Executive Oficer of NYC Health +
Hospital s/ Metropolitan from 2021 to 2024; in these roles, she expanded
access to care, strengthened hospital operations, recruited and nentored
out standi ng tal ent, and advanced prograns of excellence; and

VWHEREAS, A chanpion of innovation, operational excellence, and
strategic collaboration, Cristina Contreras is wdely recognized for
creating an organizational culture rooted in authenticity, kindness, and
transparency, ensuring that staff well-being translates to better
pati ent outcones; and

VWHEREAS, Cristina Contreras' passion for public service and
dedi cation to healthcare equity have earned her nunerous accol ades,
including recognition on the Cty & State Power Players List, the
Governnment Servi ce Leadership Award by 100 Hi spanic Wonen National, and
the Hero of Hope and Chanpion of Inclusion Award by the NYC Hi spanic
Chanmber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, Beyond her role as a healthcare executive, Cristina
Contreras is deeply involved in community | eadership, serving as Chair



of the National Dom nican Day Parade since 2021, as well as on the Board
of the NY Chapter of the Alzheinmer's Association and the Board of
Directors of RAI.N Total Care, Inc.; and

VHEREAS, A lifelong advocate for education and professional
devel opnment, Cristina Contreras holds a Bachelor's degree in Social Wrk
from Herbert H Lehman College, a Master's degree in Social Wrk from
Fordham University, and a Master's degree in Public Adm nistration from
Baruch Col I ege; in 2023, she was awarded the New York College of
Podi atric Medicine's honorary degree of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa in
recognition of her extraordinary contributions to healthcare and public
service; and

VWHEREAS, Cristina Contreras exenplifies the spirit of |eadership,
resilience, and service, using her expertise to uplift communities,
advocate for the wunderserved, and inspire the next generation of
heal t hcare professionals; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Cristina Contreras wupon the occasion of her designation for
special recognition at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Visionary Awards
Gal a, commendi ng her for her unparalleled contributions to healthcare,
| eader shi p, and conmmunity service; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Cristina Contreras.



