Senate Resol ution No. 395
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

COVMENDI NG Ser geant Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr.
post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis esteenmed Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comend Sergeant
Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Richard "Sonny" Rogers, Jr., was born to
Cornel i us R. and Bertha (Bartlow) Rogers in Geat Barrington,
Massachusetts, on Decenber 22, 1949; he was raised in Philnont, New
York, attending schools in the Cckawam ck Central School District; and

VWHEREAS, On January 9, 1969, Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., enlisted
in the United States Air Force in Al bany, New York; his training
commenced at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas, and
additional training for aircraft mnmechanics occurred at Sheppard Air
Force Base, also in Texas; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant (E-4) Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., was assigned
to the 49th Tactical Fighter Wng, which was deployed to Thailand in
Sout heast Asia, for four nonths during the Vietnam War after which he
was stationed with the sane unit in Germany where he earned his CGeneral
Education Diploma (GED); at Holloman Air Force Base in New Mexico, he
was honorably di scharged fromduty; and

WHEREAS, For his courageous service, Sergeant Cornelius Richard
Rogers, Jr., was awarded the Air Force Service Medal, Air Force Canpaign
Medal , National Defense Service Medal, and Air Force Good Conduct Medal
and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., married Irene MIler on My
23, 2021, in Livingston, New York; during his career, he worked in
mai nt enance for the Col unbia County Departnent of Public Works prior to
his enmploynent as a toll collector for the New York State Thruway
Aut hority fromwhich he retired; and



VWHEREAS, Active in his comunity, Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., was
alifetinme nenber of the Ghent VFW Post No. 5933, Past Commander of the

Copake VFW Post No. 7955, Second Vice Conmmander of the Hudson Anerican
Legi on Post No. 184, and a lifetine nmenber of the DAV Chapter 150; and

VWHEREAS, Watching his grandchildren participate in sports, fishing
i n Saratoga and Lake CGeorge, and attending fam |y barbecues were just a
few pleasures Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., enjoyed during his
retirenment; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., died on February 18, 2023,
at the age of 73; he is survived by his lovely wife, Irene; five
stepchildren; nine grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren; all who
count thenselves fortunate to have shared their lives with himwlI
deeply m ss his warm di sposition; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that to those who gave their |ives for
their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be nmissing in action;
and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Sergeant Cornelius R chard Rogers, Jr., denonstrated his love for his
country and nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and
Nat i on; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, comrended,
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State, and their
Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commrend Sergeant Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr., posthunously wupon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest
honor bestowed wupon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Sergeant Cornelius Richard Rogers, Jr.



