Senat e Resol ution No. 357
BY: Senat or HELM NG

CONGRATULATI NG George Becker upon the occasi on of
celebrating his 100th Birthday on February 22, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
and recognize certain mnmlestones celebrated by citizens of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate George Becker upon the occasion of celebrating his 100th
Bi rt hday on Saturday, February 22, 2025; and

WHEREAS, George Becker enlisted in the United States Navy on
Novenber 23, 1942, at the age of 17; he attended boot canp and Navy
Cl ass A school at Sanpson Naval Training Station in Romulus, New York,
training as an Electrician's Mate from March to July of 1943; and

VWHEREAS, In August 1943, Ceorge Becker was sent to Treasure |sland,
California, where he joined the comm ssioning crew of the USS Enery, a
destroyer escort; the ship set sail for the South Pacific in October of
the sane year; one nonth later, the Enery becane part of a 200-ship task
force that took part in the invasion of the Glbert Islands; and

VWHEREAS, After returning to Pearl Harbor in Decenber 1943, the Enery
set off again as part of the task force that invaded the Marshal
I sl ands in January 1944; and

WHEREAS, Ceorge Becker participated in several protection and escort
m ssi ons throughout World War 11; on Decenber 1, 1944, he was reassi gned
to Canp Perry, where he conpleted C ass B Advanced El ectrician's Mate
school in July 1945; and

WHEREAS, Following his training, CGeorge Becker joined the crew of
the USS Admiral WS. Sins, a troop transport ship conm ssioned after the
war's concl usi on;

VWHEREAS, Wen Japan officially surrendered on V-J Day, Septenber 2,
1945, the USS Admral WS. Sins was tasked wth transporting Anerican
troops back hone; George Becker and his fellow sailors made two trips to
Mani |l a and one to ki nawa, bringing nearly 5,000 troops on each journey;
and

WHEREAS, GCeorge Becker was honorably di scharged on April 3, 1946, at
the esteened rank of Electrician's Mate Second C ass; in recognition of
his service, he was awarded the Wrld War |1l Victory Medal, Anerican



Canpai gn Medal, and Asi atic-Pacific Canpai gn Medal ; and

VWHEREAS, Ceorge Becker returned to Rochester, New York, on April 4,
1946, and a week | ater, he began working at Rochester Gas & Electric,
where he remained wuntil his retirement in 1987, after 41 years of
service; and

VWHEREAS, A resident of Riga, New York, George Becker continued to
contribute to his community after his mlitary service; he played an
active role in the Town of Riga's devel opnent, serving on the Board of
Assessnent Review, the Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Monroe County
Planning Council; he also served for 27 years on the Town Pl anni ng
Board, eight of which he was chairman; and

WHEREAS, Ceorge Becker net his wife, Florence, in the summer of
1940; they dated during his service and narried on Cctober 25, 1947,
they were together for nearly 61 vyears until Florence's passing on

Cct ober 11, 2008; and

WHEREAS, Together, Ceorge and Fl orence Becker had four sons: David,
Dougl as, Daniel, and Bruce; Bruce passed away on April 2, 2016; George
is also the proud grandfather of five grandchil dren: Dougl as Becker Jr.,
Kat hy Rudd, Suzie Bird, Jessica Willace, and Andrew Becker, and has
ei ght great-grandchildren: James Becker, Ni cholas Becker, C erra Becker,
| saac Rudd, Abby Rudd, Hannah Bird, Carter Bird, and Harper Wallace; and

VWHEREAS, Ceorge Becker often reflects on how his time in the
mlitary taught him to respect authority, work well wth others, be
patient, and appreciate what he has; he still [lives independently,
taking care of his honme and tending to his |arge | awn, which he nows
hi nsel f; and

WHEREAS, GCeorge Becker, with his zest for Ilife, has inspired and
enhanced the lives of his famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s exceptional centenarian has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of and reserved for those with the
stam na and courage to savor a full life; and

VWHEREAS, George Becker has enriched the lives of those around him
through his joyous and sincere |ove for others and through the profound
charm and wi sdom whi ch cones only froma fullness of years; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those who have reached such a remarkabl e age and who have
W t nessed and celebrated the innovations, cultural developnents, and
magni fi cent achi evenents of this country during the |ast century, while
t hensel ves contributing to the growh and excellence of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate CGeorge Becker upon the occasion of celebrating his 100th
Bi rt hday; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to George Becker.



