Senat e Resol ution No. 338
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

HONORING Elise May upon the occasion of her
designation for special recognition by HEARTS Port
Washi ngton on February 7, 2025

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tine and energies and serve
the best interests of their conmunities are assets beyond remuneration
and cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Elise My,
upon the occasion of her designation for special recognition by HEARTS
Port Washington, to be recognized at its Annual Red Party at the Polish
Anerican Hall in Port Washi ngton, New York, on Friday, February 7, 2025;
and

VWHEREAS, HEARTS (Hel ping Enrich the Arts of Port Washington) is an
I ndependent, grassroots not-for-profit 501(c)3 comrunity organization
whose mission is to add neaningful value to children's |lives and our
comunity by supporting, pronoting, and enriching the arts in Port
Washi ngton and its public schools; and

WHEREAS, Since its founding in 2011, HEARTS has funded nore than 180
grants district-wde, as well as scholarships for art and nusic students
for college; the non-profit also provides interactive high-quality
programmng in theater, nusic, fine arts, creative witing, dance, and
much nore; and

WHEREAS, HEARTS has created PortFest, a comunity art and nusic
festival celebrating arts in Port Washington, as well as Curtains Up, an
after-school nusical theater programfor elenmentary school students; and

VWHEREAS, The organi zati on al so created Dancing C assroons, which is
a partnership with the Creative Arts Departnent, HSA PTAs, The Ed.
Foundati on, and the Port Washi ngton Summer Music Program and

VWHEREAS, Elise May, a fornmer HEARTS Board Menber, is an independent
Teaching Artist/Arts Adm ni strator, educator, actor, singer, and witer
who has perfornmed and taught donestically and internationally; she works
W th actors, school districts, |ibraries, and corporations on
comuni cation skills, comunity developnment, and the devel opnent of
educational prograns, using theater arts for vocal enpowernent; and

WHEREAS, Focusing on inclusion, Elise May has devel oped her |ocal,
state, and national awar d- wi nni ng progr ans, Storytine Theat er,
Expressive Elocution, Milticultural Voices, and Creative Readers; she is
President of the Board of Stage the Change: The Arts as a Social Voice,
a Steering Cormittee Menber of the Arts for Al Abilities Consortium in
New York City, and an Advisory Board Menber for Books for Dessert, a
literacy programfor adults with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Elise My has been a contributing witer for many



pr of essi onal arts journals and a contributing author of "In It
Toget her--How Student, Famly, and Conmmunity Partnerships Advance
Engagenent and Achi evenent in D verse C assroons"; and

WHEREAS, Elise My has presented at the International Teaching
Artist Conference, Arts for All Abilities Consortium Kennedy Center PD
for Art and Misic Teachers, East End ENL/Bilingual Teachers Acadeny,
Annual Conference of the Bernuda Union of Teachers, Huntington Arts
Council PD and JOURNEYS, and NYSTEA Educator and Student Conferences;
and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, Elise May is part of devising the creative
and performance team of Branching Qut, an original sensory immersive
show for audi ences on the autismspectrum at Tilles Center for the
Performng Arts and Program Director for Theater for Dessert, a theater
programfor adults with intellectual disabilities; and

VWHEREAS, Elise May al so co-produces and perforns yearly in Landmark
Radi o Theater, a 1950s-style live radio show at Landmark on Main Street;
she is extrenely grateful to HEARTS for this honor and its support of
prograns which she co-created (Master Cass, Senior Si ng- A- Long,
Landmark Radio Theater, and Theater for Dessert) as well as her
school - based prograns; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the years of her community service, a period of
constructive involvenent, Elise My has stood constant in dignity and
good grace; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by
I ndividuals for the benefit of others which Elise May has displ ayed
t hroughout her life; and

WHEREAS, It has al ways been the objective of this Legislative Body
to honor and support those individuals who have displayed their
commtnment to the betternent of their communities, and it is the intent
of this Legislative Body to inscribe upon its records this tribute to
Eli se May, that future generations may know and appreci ate her adm rable
character, her many benevol ent deeds, and the respect and esteem in
whi ch she is held by her peers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Elise May wupon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition by HEARTS Port Washington on February 7, 2025; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Elise My.



