Senate Resolution No. 316
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Mar y E. Rai ney,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of her
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Mary E. Rainey of Peekskill, New York, died on Friday,
January 3, 2025, at the age of 80; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Septenber 25, 1944, to parents John B. Snythe and
Irene (WIlson) Snythe, Mary E. Rainey distinguished herself in her
prof essi on and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to
the welfare of her community; and

WHEREAS, Mary E. Rainey married her bel oved husband, Russel Rainey,
on March 12, 1962; together, they had four cherished children, Troy,
Dorene, Charl ene, and Ruby; and

VWHEREAS, G aduating from Peekskill H gh School in June of 1963, Mary
E. Rainey went on to receive an Associate Degree in Social Wrk from
Pace University; and

WHEREAS, In her professional Ilife, Mary E. Rainey wirked as a
teacher at Aunt Bessie's Open Door Daycare before going on to secure
enpl oynent at West COP in Valhalla, New York; in 1986, she becane the
Director at the Westchester Community Action Program Kiley Center, in
Peekski |l I, New York, where she dedicated 40 years to comunity
initiatives; and

VWHEREAS, Through the Youth Enpl oynent Program Mary E. Rai ney worked
diligently to wuplift the youth of Peekskill; for her exceptional
contributions to the conmunity of Wstchester County, she was recogni zed
with a nyriad of awards, certificates, and accol ades, including a garden
bei ng named in her honor at the Kiley Center; and

WHEREAS, Mary E. Rainey, with a strong belief in enpowering others,
led many through their darkest nonents t oward sel f-sufficiency,
providing essential support for food, shelter, and stability, and for
this, she cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Wth faith a cornerstone of her life, Mary E. Rainey was a
devout nenber of Mount Lebanon Baptist Church in Peekskill; she served
on the Finance Conmttee and |led the Pastor's Aide Mnistry for many
years up to the present tine, as well as having held the position of
Vi ce President of the Golden Saints Mnistry; and

WHEREAS, In her leisure time, Miry E. Rainey |oved gardening,



pl anting, and cherishing nonments spent on vacation wth her famly; she
val ued comunity gatherings as well as cookouts in her Dbrother-in-Iaw
Hayes' backyard in Peekskill; and

VWHEREAS, WMary E. Rainey lived her life follow ng, and certainly
fulfilling, the mantra "do all the good you can do," a sentinent that
was passed down from her cherished grandnother; and

WHEREAS, Mary E. Rainey's conmtnent to excellence, and her spirit
of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Mary E. Rainey is survived by her nother, Irene; children,
Troy (Rosie), Dorene, Charlene (Janes), and Ruby (Robin); brothers:
Waynmon, David, Terry (Florence), and Paul, Jr. (Ma); Wndell (Cathy);
sisters, Evelyn; and Linda (Hayes); and her cherished grandchildren,
Jmal, Lisa, Andre, Keneil, Charlie, Raynona, Emm, Joycelyn, Naom , and
Let herious "LT"; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Mary E. Rainey | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to all she
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Mary E. Rainey, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of her community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Mary E. Rainey.



