Senate Resolution No. 312
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 2025, as Black History Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, Black History Month serves as an opportunity to recognize
and cel ebrate the achi evenents, contributions, and resilience of African
Aneri cans t hroughout history; and

WHEREAS, It is essential to recognize sone of +the nobst integral
parts of Black history, including the struggles; and

WHEREAS, The Civil War was a defining nonent in Anerican history,
fought over the issue of slavery, leading to the eventual |iberation of
mllions of African Anericans; and

WHEREAS, The Emanci pation Procl amation, signed by President Abraham
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, declared that all enslaved individuals in
Confederate-held territories were to be freed, marking a critical step
toward the abolition of slavery; and

VWHEREAS, The passage of the 13th Anmendnent to the United States
Constitution on Decenber 6, 1865, formally abolished slavery in the
United States, securing the freedomof African Americans and paving the
way for future civil rights advancenents; and

WHEREAS, Black Hi story Mnth was originally established as Negro
H story Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G Wodson, a historian and educator
commtted to ensuring that the achi evenents and contributions of African
Aneri cans were acknow edged and preserved; and

VWHEREAS, In 1976, the celebration was expanded to a nonth-Iong
observance, recogni zed nationally each February to honor the profound
i npact of African Americans on the history, culture, and progress of the
United St at es. From their contributions in science, |iterature,
politics, business, and the arts to their pivotal role in the fight for
civil rights and social justice; and

WHEREAS, Black History Month seeks to enphasi ze that Black History
is Arerican History; and

VWHEREAS, The nonth of February observes the rich and diverse
heritage of our great State and Nati on and encourages the cel ebration of
Black Hi story Mnth to provide a continuing opportunity for all people
in the United States to learn fromthe past, and understand the factors
that have shaped and gui ded the course of our present-day experiences;
and

VWHEREAS, The achi evenents of African Anmeri cans have been
instrumental in shaping the nation's progress, and it is essential to
hi ghl i ght sonme key nonents, acconplishnments, and historical firsts that



have left a lasting inpact on Anerican history; and

VWHEREAS, Fromthe legal field to public office, John S. Rock becane
the first African Anerican admtted to the bar of the U S. Suprene Court
in 1865, followed by Gscar J. Dunn as the first African Anerican
| i eutenant governor in Louisiana in 1868; H ram Revels nmade history as
the first African Anmerican U S. Senator in 1870, and Charlotte E. Ray
became the first African Anerican female lawer in the United States in
1872; in education, Booker T. Washington founded Tuskegee Institute in
1881, hel ping pave the way for future Black scholars; in athletics,
George Poage won an A ynpic nedal in 1904, and Jesse Owens defied raci al
prejudices with four gold nedals at the 1936 Berlin AQynpics; in
I nnovati on, Bessie Col eman became the first African American wonman to
earn a pilot's license in 1921, Garrett Mrgan invented the nodern
traffic signal and received a patent in 1923; in the arts, Hattie
McDani el becane the first African American to win an Acadeny Award in
1940, while Omendol yn Brooks becane the first African Arerican witer to
wina Pulitzer Prize in 1950; and

VWHEREAS, Breaking barriers in civil rights, law, and politics, Brown
v. Board of Education led to desegregation in schools in 1954, and Ruby
Bridges, at six years old, becane the first African Anerican child to
integrate an all-white elenentary school in the South in 1960; Thurgood
Marshal | becane the first African Anmerican Suprenme Court Justice in
1967; Shirley Chisholmwas the first African American woman el ected to
Congress in 1968; Douglas WIlder becane the first African Anerican
governor in US. history in 1989; in science and space, Guion Bluford
becane the first African American astronaut in space in 1983, while Me
Jem son followed as the first African Anerican woman in space in 1992;
Toni Morrison nmade literary history as the first African American wonan
to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1993; and

VWHEREAS, African Anericans have also nmde great strides in
| eadership, with Carol Mbsel ey Braun becoming the first African American
wonan to serve in the U S. Senate in 1995, Colin Powell serving as the
first African Arerican U S. Secretary of State in 2001, and Condol eezza
Ri ce becoming the first African Anerican woman in that role in 2005; and

VWHEREAS, The inpact of African-Anerican contributions to the noral
fabric and hi story of this great Nation are ever-growing and
unprecedented; nore recently, on January 20, 2009, Barack banm becane
the first Black President of the United States, earning his wfe,
M chell e Ghama, the sane distinction in her role as First Lady; and

VWHEREAS, More notable African-Anerican trailblazers who serve as a
testanent to the success, growh, and strength of our Nation are: Cheryl
Boone |saacs, who becane the first Bl ack president of the Acadeny of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 2013; Paulette Brown, the first
Black woman to becone the American Bar Association President in 2015;
Dr. Carla Hayden, the first Black Librarian of Congress in 2016;
Jennifer King, the first full-tinme Black woman NFL coach, headi ng the
Washi ngt on Commanders in 2020; Kamala Harris becane the first femal e and
first Black and Asian Anerican Vice President of the United States in
January 2021; Lloyd J. Austin has the unique distinction of being the
first Black United States Secretary of Defense, sworn in on January 22,



2021; Maya Angelou, the first Black wonman to appear on U.S. currency in
2022; Ketanji Brown Jackson made history in her becomng the first Bl ack
wonman to serve on the United States Supreme Court on June 30, 2022;
Karine Jean-Pierre becane the first Black and LGBTQ Wite House press
secretary in 2022; and Sika Henry, the first Black worman to be

recognized as a Professional Triathlete in the United States, was
I nducted into the National Black D stance Running Hall of Fanme in 2022,
and all of whom enconpass the many nore powerful Bl ack individuals who
pushed through countless obstacles to earn the respect of their peers
and this Geat State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, Fred Perpall was elected to serve as the 67th
president of the United States Golf Association (USGA) in 2023; also in
2023, Kirsten Neuschwanger nmade history as the first Black worman to
graduate fromthe U S. Air Force Acadeny's pilot training; Victor d over
was selected as the first Black astronaut to orbit the Moon as part of
NASA's Artemis |l mssion in 2024; Sinone Biles becanme the nopst
decorated Anerican Aynpic gymast in history on July, 30, 2024; and on
February 2, 2025, Beyonce becane the first Black wonan to win a GRAMW
for Best Country Albumw th "Cowboy Carter"; and

VHEREAS, In recognition of the vast contri butions of
African- Anericans, a joyful nonth-long celebration is held across New
York State and across the United States with nany conmenorative events
to honor and display the cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body comrends t he Af ri can- Aneri can
community for preserving, for future generations, its centuries-old
traditions that benefit us all and add to the color and beauty of the
tapestry which is our Anmerican society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 2025, as Black
Hi story Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and to the events commenorating Black Hi story Month throughout New
York State.



