Senat e Resolution No. 300
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG Dave Fontaine for 24 years of service
to Uica University

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge outstanding individuals within our mdst who
have made significant contributions to the cormmunities of this State and
Nati on; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Dave
Font ai ne upon the occasion of his retirenent after a total of 24 vyears
of service at Uica University; and

WHEREAS, David Fontaine retired fromUica University's Athletics
Departnent on Friday, January 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Dave Fontai ne graduated from Notre Danme Juni or-Seni or High
School in Utica; he earned an Associate's in Liberal Arts and Sciences
degree from Mohawk Vall ey Community Coll ege, a Bachelor's in Psychol ogy
degree from Uica College (now Utica University), and a Master's in
Physi cal Education, Adm nistration, and Managenent degree from Syracuse
Uni versity; and

WHEREAS, Dave Fontaine was a four-year collegiate student-athlete
and filled the role of Captain of the Pioneers Baseball Team in his
seni or season, leading the team to an Eastern College Athletic
Conf erence (ECAC) Upstate County Chanpi onship; and

VWHEREAS, A Uica University alumus, Dave Fontaine has spent the
last 13 vyears leading the Athletic Departnent for the Pioneers as
Director of Athletics and Physical Education; and

VWHEREAS, Prior to his tine as Director of Athletics, Dave Fontaine
al so spent 11 years at Utica University, from 1989 through 2000, serving
in a variety of roles, including Director of Intramurals, Head Soft bal
Coach, Hone Event Manager, Conpliance Director, Scheduling Coordinator,
and Assistant Director of Athletics; and

WHEREAS, Since his return to the Athletics Departnent in January of
2012, Dave Fontai ne has been at the forefront of several inprovenents
and devel opnents; he was also instrunental in creating, devel oping, and
enhancing athletic departnent operations and countless enhancenents to
facilities and traditions; and

WHEREAS, Dave Fontaine feels fortunate to have been an integral part
of countless programdefining nonents for the Pioneers, including 20
conference chanpi onshi ps, 15 NCAA  Tour nanent appear ances, 65
Al | - Aneri cans, and hi gh individual placenents which featured sone of the
top finishes in the country; today, Uica University boasts one of the
| argest athletic prograns in the Enpire 8 Conference; and



VWHEREAS, The many contri buti ons of which Dave Fontaine has played a
vital role are a testanent to his legacy which will inspire future
students and athletes of Utica University for generations to cone; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those
dedi cated i ndi vidual s who have shown a | ong and sustained conmtnment to
excel l ence unquestionably have earned the recognition and appl ause of
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Dave Fontaine upon the occasion of his retirenent and to w sh
himwell in all his future endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dave Fontai ne.



