Senate Resolution No. 276
BY: Senat or MJRRAY

COVMENDI NG Kayl a Masotto upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend the caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who take
pronpt and appropriate action in enmergency situations, nobly risking
their owmn lives in an effort to preserve the Iife of another; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend Kayl a Masotto upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, On Thursday, Decenber 26, 2024, Kayla Msotto daringly
performed a lifesaving rescue on the icy waters of the Poospatuck Creek;
and

VWHEREAS, From the living roomof her home in Mastic, New York, Kayla
Masotto spotted a man on a jet ski in the partially frozen waters of the
creek; shortly after, she noticed snoke and the jet ski sinking, casting
the watercraft operator into the frigid water; and

VWHEREAS, In an instant, Kayla Masotto sprang into action, retrieving
her still inflated paddl e board fromthe basement of her home and ran to
the water; she was able to walk on top of the ice for nost of the way to
the individual in need of help, and she then pulled the man, who was
al ready experiencing synptons of hypot herm a, safely onto her
paddl eboard; and

WHEREAS, O her bystanders at a nearby marina assisted in the
situation by throwing a rope to Kayla Masotto and the jet ski operator
aiding in their safe return to shore as Mastic Fire and EMS responders
arrived on the scene; and

WHEREAS, A truly brave and courageous individual, Kayla Msotto
played a vital role in this extraordinary rescue effort, and should be
prai sed by the people of this great Enpire State for her sw ft actions
in working to preserve the life of another; and

VWHEREAS, Kayla Masotto, in her spontaneous and heroic act, has so
aptly denonstrated her character and conpassion for the welfare of
ot hers, personifying, by virtue of her action, the collective concern of



ordinary citizens across the community of New York State who voluntarily
respond w thout thought of danger or reward when others are in need of
hel p; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Kayl a Masotto upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Kayla Masotto.



