Senate Resolution No. 264
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Sof roni o Vasquez upon the occasion
of wi nning Season 26 of "The Voice"

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
dedication and commtnent of individuals who distinguish thenselves
t hrough excell ence in nusical conpetition; and

VWHEREAS, Musi cal conpetition provides an opportunity for individuals
to exhibit their outstanding skills to an audience, thereby giving them
a sense of pride in their hard work and efforts; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Sofronio Vasquez upon the occasion of wi nning Season 26 of
"The Voi ce" on Tuesday, Decenber 10, 2024; and

WHEREAS, The hard-working 32-year-old, Sofronio Vasquez, has
overcone nmany obstacles and challenges in his life; navigating his
journey froma one-roomhouse in the Philippines, he attended dental
school, settled in Uica, New York, and achieved his greatest victory on
the television show, "The Voice," to fulfill his dreamof lifting his
famly out of poverty; and

VWHEREAS, Sofronio Vasquez grew up on the island of Mndanao in the
Philippines where he and his famly lived in poverty although both of
his parents held governnent jobs; nusic was ever-present in the Vasquez
househol d and a source of hope and inspiration; and

VWHEREAS, After finishing school, Sofronio Vasquez opted to attend
dental school to provide for his famly financially; additionally, he
entered singing conpetitions to earn a little extra noney; and

VWHEREAS, Approximtely 10 years ago, Sofronio Vasquez entered the
Filipino version of "The Voice"; unfortunately, he did not qualify for
the show, wupon finishing dental school, he decided to sing for an
Aneri can audi ence; and

VWHEREAS, Sofroni o Vasquez obtai ned enpl oynent on an Anerican cruise
ship in the Caribbean, perform ng all nusical genres seven nights per
week; the generosity of the Americans, yielding a lucrative inconeg,
influenced him to live in the United States; at the University of
Buf fal o, he discovered a program for international dental students; and

VWHEREAS, On a tourist visa, Sofronio Vasquez travelled to Uica, New
York, in April of 2023 and worked as a dental assistant for an oral
surgeon for approximtely one year; his father now deceased, the noney
he earned would be sent to his nother so she could have a better life in
the Phili ppines; and

WHEREAS, When Sofronio Vasquez |earned that "The Voice" was



accepting virtual auditions, he applied in August of 2023 and finally
received a response the follow ng February; that nonth he performed for

his blind audition, and all four coaches turned their chairs within only
ni ne seconds; and

VWHEREAS, The trip to Los Angeles for the audition turned into a
six-nonth stay as Sofroni o Vasquez survived round after round on the
show, the prize of $100,000 and a recording contract were what he needed
to financially care for his famly and bring his nother to the United
States to start a new life; and

VWHEREAS, This hunble, yet talented, perforner dropped to his knees
when his name was announced as the wnner of the season; Sofronio
Vasquez is the first Asian to win "The Voice," and he | ooks forward to
the day that his nother joins himin living the Arerican dream and

WHEREAS, Sofroni o Vasquez's achievenents stand as a proud testanent
to what hard work and dedi cati on can acconplish, illustrating excellence
and achi evenent; he is known as friendly to everyone, treating themlike
friends and nei ghbors, not as nere fans; his humlity and grateful ness
keep him grounded and focused on the dream he had since his days in his
hone country; he is an inspiration to so nany people who may have
endured the sanme hardships; for that, he is truly a w nner; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Sofronio Vasquez who serves as a role nodel, exenplifies
the goal of continued excellence, and brings great pride to his
comunity and the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Sof roni o Vasquez.



