Senat e Resol ution No. 249
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVENDI NG the Uica Public Library wupon the
occasion of celebrating its 120th Anniversary on
Decenber 12, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and wor t hy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
coormend the Uica Public Library upon the occasion of celebrating its
120t h Anni versary on Thursday, Decenber 12, 2024; and

VWHEREAS, The origins of a library in Uica, New York, date back to
1825 wth the opening of a private subscription |ibrary, which housed
1,000 volunes, at the offices of Attorney Justus Rathbone; known
originally as the Uica Library, the enterprise relocated several tines
to accommpdate its growh; and

WHEREAS, In 1838, Utica's first free public library was established
upon the designation of school district libraries in New York State;
four years later, the Uica Library was called the Gty Library, and a
State appropriation fund provided an additional 700 vol unes; and

WHEREAS, The Gty Library relocated to Gty Hall in 1856 and
remai ned at that |ocation for 22 years; throughout the vyears, nunerous
vol unes were acquired, imrensely expanding the collection; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Regents granted a Charter on June 21, 1893,
and the first Board was organi zed in Septenber; Robert S. WIllians was
the first President, and Louisa S. Cutler was the first Librarian; in
1895, after three years to conplete a handwitten card catalog, the
Li brary had 58,000 cards for public access; and

WHEREAS, Upon approval by the citizens of Utica, the financing for
the project to construct a new, permanent building conmenced in 1899;
the cornerstone was laid on May 3, 1903; on Decenber 12, 1904, after
nore than 25,000 books were transferred froma previous |ocation, the
Utica Public Library officially opened; and

VWHEREAS, On Decenber 12, 2004, the Utica Public Library cel ebrated
its Centennial Anniversary; and

WHEREAS, Adapting to continual advancenents in the public sector
t hroughout these 120 vyears, the Uica Public Library has served its
visitors conpetently; the culmnation of generous philanthropy, civic
| eadershi p, governnental support, and exceptional staff nenbers has
provi ded an unwavering cornerstone of the community that will endure for
future generations; and



VWHEREAS, The success of the Uica Public Library is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenent is, and

al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled
enthusiasm and an wunconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors; and

VWHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are
brought to our attention, they should be celebrated and recognized by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Utica Public Library upon the occasion of <celebrating its
120t h Anni versary on Decenber 12, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the Utica Public Library.



