Senate Resolution No. 239
BY: Senat or MJRRAY

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
March 2025, as Brain Injury Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in calling
attention to serious nedical conditions which affect thousands of New
Yor kers; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2025, as Brain Injury Awareness
Month in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
Nati onal Brain Injury Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, Social Brain Organization was developed and |aunched in
January of 2019, for brain injury survivors and famlies to have a
community to cone together; and

WHEREAS, Social Brain Organization has relieved these survivors and
their famlies of this burden by creating a community to bring them
together; through nonthly and weekly neetups, both in person and
virtually, a brain injury survivor can find a friend, listen to nusic,
participate with | ocal college students, enjoy a picnic on a nice day,
and be with others who understand their simlarities; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, during the COVID-19 pandemic this vita
organi zation created a nedical supply closet to provide the |ocal
community with basic itens of necessity; and

VWHEREAS, By educating, training, advocating, and supporting people
with brain injury, Social Brain Organization ensures that no individual
has to face brain injury al one; and

WHEREAS, In New York State, nore than 500 people sustain a brain
injury every day and it is estimated that brain injuries occur 50% nore
often and are not reported; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, an estimated 2,200 New York residents die froma
traumatic brain injury and another 19,000 are hospitalized; and

WHEREAS, A brain injury is an injury to the brain that occurs after
birth and is not congenital, degenerative, or hereditary; exanples
I ncl ude stroke, exposure to toxic substances, oxygen deprivation,
I nfectious di sease, trauma fromnotor vehicle and other high-velocity
acci dents and even concussions resulting frommld trauma; and

WHEREAS, One of the conplexities about brain injury is that no two
brain injuries are alike; and

WHEREAS, A brain injury may produce a dimnished or altered state of
consci ousness and can result in an inpairnent of cognitive abilities or



physi cal functioning; it can also result in the disturbance of
behavi oral or enotional functioning; and

VWHEREAS, The inpairnents that result fromtraumatic brain injury can
be tenporary or permanent and can cause partial or total functional
di sability or psychosoci al nal adj ustnent; and

VWHEREAS, Brain Injury Awareness Month is dedicated to educating the
public about brain injuries and de-stigmatizing brain injury, enpowering
t hose who have survived brain injury and their caregivers, and pronoting
the many types of support that are available to people living with brain
injuries; and

WHEREAS, It is in the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
the achievenents nade and to continue these efforts by pronoting the
preventi on and educating the public about the dangers of brain injury;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim Mirch 2025, as Brain
I njury Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Social Brain O ganization.



