Senat e Resol ution No. 2385
BY: Senat or BYNCE

COMVENDI NG Speci alist Ruben Cespedes wupon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Speci al i st
Ruben Cespedes wupon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a
Li berty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Speci alist Ruben Cespedes of Freeport, New York, 1is a
United States Arnmy veteran, and he lives a |ife defined by a conm t nent
to service and protecting others; and

WHEREAS, During his courageous service in the United States Arny,
Speci alist Ruben Cespedes was a nenber of Conpany A, 710th Brigade
Support Battalion, 3rd Infantry Brigade Conbat Team 10th Mountain
Division, which is one of the Arny's nost distinguished and highly
respected active-duty divisions; and

VWHEREAS, While deployed in Afghanistan in Novenber of 2009,
Speci al i st Ruben Cespedes was serving as a gunner in the second vehicle
of a Quick Reaction Force mssion in Logar Province; during this
mssion, the first vehicle struck an explosive device, which sent a
shrapnel into Specialist Ruben Cespedes' face; and

VWHEREAS, Speci ali st Ruben Cespedes sustained facial injuries and
di zziness after the explosive blast; following the injury, he was
transported to a nedical facility and received treatnent, including an
evaluation for a traumatic brain injury; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of his service and injury, Specialist Ruben
Cespedes initially received the Conbat Action Badge, but he did not
i mMmedi ately receive the Purple Heart; after 17 years of seeking out
proper recognition for his service and injuries, Specialist Ruben
Cespedes was proudly awarded the Purple Heart, one of the Nation's
ol dest and nost respected mlitary decorations; and

WHEREAS, After conpleting his service with the United States Arny,
Speci alist Ruben Cespedes was determned to continue to serve and



protect his conmmunity; he has continued his public service career at the
New York Police Departnent, where he serves admrably as a sergeant; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country, especially those
who were injured in the Iine of duty; and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Speci al i st Ruben Cespedes denonstrated his Ilove for his country and
nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, commended,
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Specialist Ruben Cespedes upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Specialist Ruben Cespedes.



