Senate Resolution No. 2381
BY: Senator STEC

COVMENDI NG Corporal WIlliam L. Rood upon the
occasion of his designation as recipient of a New
York State Senate Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize
i ndi vi dual s whose extraordinary service to their country, dedication to
their community, and commtnent to the welfare of others exenplify the
hi ghest ideals of citizenship; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to commend Corporal WIIliam
L. Rood, United States Arny veteran of the Korean War and lifel ong
resi dent of Canton, New York, upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of +the prestigious New York State Senate Liberty Medal, in
recognition of his distinguished military service, decades of public
service, and enduring contributions to his conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Corporal Rood enlisted in the United States Arny in 1949
and served in the Korean War from 1950 t hrough 1952 wth Conpany C, 13th
Engi neer Conbat Battalion, 7th Infantry D vision, participating in the
hi stori c anphi bi ous | andi ng at Inchon and subsequent operations on the
Kor ean Peninsul a; and

VWHEREAS, During the Korean War, Corporal Rood endured the harrow ng
Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, one of the conflict's nost brutal
engagenents, where United Nations forces faced overwhelmng eneny
nunbers, encirclenment, and tenperatures reaching 35 degrees bel ow zero;
the extraordinary courage and perseverance of the servicenenbers who
survived this ordeal earned themthe enduring nanes "Chosin Few' and
"Frozen Chosin"; and

VWHEREAS, Corporal Rood continues to suffer fromfrostbite sustained
during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir, a lasting remnder of the
extreme hardships he endured in defense of freedom follow ng his
service in conbat, he returned to Korea with his unit to repair danaged
supply lines, construct bridges, clear |land mnes, and support frontline
operations; and

VWHEREAS, For his honorable mlitary service, Corporal Rood received
nuner ous conmendations, including the Korean Service Medal, United
Nati ons Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Presidential Unit
Citation, Meritorious Unit Citation, New York State Medal for Merit, and
the Anbassador for Peace Medal presented by the Governnent of South
Korea; and



VWHEREAS, Upon returning to Canton, Corporal Rood continued his
commtnment to public service, joining the Village of Canton Police

Department, where he served the comunity with distinction for 27 vyears
before retiring in 1982 at the esteened rank of Sergeant; and

VWHEREAS, Denonstrating that his dedication to helping others
ext ended beyond | aw enforcenent, Corporal Rood served as a driver for
the Lawence Anbul ance Conpany from 1983 t hrough 1993, naki ng nunerous
life-saving trips transporting patients to hospi tal s, i ncl udi ng
facilities in Syracuse; and

VWHEREAS, A longtine nmenber of VFWPost No. 52 in Canton and AWETS
in Potsdam Corporal Rood has participated in nunerous comunity
activities in support of fellow veterans and the North Country; he al so
served as a hunting guide for the Stillwater Club, the oldest hunting
club in New York State; and

WHEREAS, Through his mlitary service, distinguished |aw enforcenent
career, work with enmergency nedical transportation, and continued
comunity invol vement, Corporal WIlliam L. Rood has exenplified the
values of duty, honor, courage, and selfless service, earning the
respect and gratitude of his fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper that this Legislative Body pause
in its deliberations to recognize Corporal WIlliamL. Rood for his
exceptional mlitary service, distinguished public servi ce, and
unwavering commtnent to the people of Canton and the State of New YorKk;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Corporal WIliamL. Rood upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the New York State Senate Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State Senate, in recognition
of hi s val or ous mlitary service during the Korean War, his
di stingui shed career in public service, and his enduring contributions
to his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Corporal WIlliamL. Rood.



