Senat e Resol ution No. 2365
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

HONORING Private First Cass Alan Gant Bl ass
post hunously upon the occasion of his designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
bestowed wupon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peace-tine deserve a special salute fromthis esteened Body; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Al an Grant Bl ass posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as a
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The Col unbia County Honor a Veteran committee wll be
honoring PFC Alan G ant Bl ass on Mnday, July 27, 2026, at the Col unbi a
County office building, 401 State St., Hudson, New York in the
Supervi sors Chanbers; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, Born July 4, 1946, to Roy B. and Anna (Van Allen) Blass in
Chatham New York, Alan Gant Blass grew up in Chatham and attended
school in Chatham Central School District where he enjoyed golf, which
he often played with his father at Wnding Brook Country C ub; and

VWHEREAS, Alan Gant Blass enlisted in the United States Arny in
Al bany, New York on Cctober 11, 1963 and upon conpleting basic training
at Fort Dix, New Jersey, Alan was assigned to the United States Arny
Training Center (USATC) at Fort Leonard Wod, Mssouri on January 3,
1964; and

VWHEREAS, For eight weeks, Private First Cass (PFC) Al an Bl ass
trained as a construction nmachi ne operator; he was then issued orders to
report to the Co A, 8th Engineer Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division in
Sout h Korea; and

WHEREAS, In 1964, the 8th Engineer Battalion was a part of
construction projects that included reinforced concrete bunkers, 48-foot
steel stringer bridges, Bailey bridges and large culverts in very
difficult conditions and terrain; PFC Al an Blass' unit sponsored the
Pak- Al Orphanage with noney, clothing, and school supplies; and

WHEREAS, In |ate Cctober of 1964, PFC Al an Bl ass' parents received a



telegraminformng themthat he had died at 11:45 in the norning on
Oct ober 30, 1964, while operating a diesel |oader scoop that overturned
and pinned himdown at a firing range in Korea; and

WHEREAS, PFC Al an Bl ass' renmains were returned on Novenber 6, 1964,
and transported to the French Funeral Hone in Chatham services were
held at the Chatham Methodist Church and he received full mlitary
honors from an Honor Guard from West Point and his remains were interred
in the Chatham Rural Cenetery; and

VWHEREAS, For his courageous service, PFC Alan Bl ass was awarded the
Nati onal Defense Service Medal, the Korean Defense Service Medal, and
t he Sharpshooters Badge w Rifle Bar; he was also a comunicant and
Youth Fellowship nenber of the Chatham Methodist Church, Boy Scouts
Troop Il and the Wnding Brook Country C ub; and

WHEREAS, PFC Al an Bl ass was only 18 years old and left behind his
parents Anna and Roy; and two sisters Donna and Cheryl; and

WHEREAS, Qur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, conmended
and thanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Al an Grant Bl ass posthunously upon the occasion of his designation
as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
I ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Alan Grant Bl ass.



