Senate Resolution No. 2362
BY: Senat or ASHBY

COVMENDI NG Ai mal Zafari upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Ainal
Zafari upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Born in Afghani stan and now a proud resident of the Town of
Col oni e, New York, Aimal Zafari has denonstrated extraordinary valor,
resilience, and devotion to the cause of l|iberty and human dignity; and

VWHEREAS, From 2012 through 2016, Aimal Zafari served al ongside
United States mlitary forces as an Afghan cultural advisor and
translator, conducting nore than 1,000 mlitary conbat m ssions in sone
of the nost dangerous regions of Afghanistan; and

VWHEREAS, In this vital role, he worked closely wth senior United
States and Afghan mlitary | eaders, Afghan governnent officials, Afghan
police chiefs, and |local non-profit organizations to inprove security
and foster stability in regions plagued by violence and unrest; and

VWHEREAS, Through his cultural expertise, w sdom and unwavering
professionalism A mal Zafari helped United States mlitary personnel
navi gate conplex cross-cultural environnents, enabling nore effective
engagenment wth [local conmunities and strengthening rel ati onshi ps
essential to m ssion success; and

WHEREAS, Ai mal Zafari's outstanding service and steadfast comm tnent
earned himCertificates of Appreciation fromnine separate United States
mlitary units, reflecting the deep respect and admration of those with
whom he served; and

WHEREAS, In Decenber of 2016, while serving on mssion with the
United States Marine Corps, Ainmal Zafari was shot and severely wounded,
sustaining a T-6 spinal cord injury that |left himpermanently parapl egic
and confined to a wheelchair, injuries fromwhich he continues to suffer
each day; and



VWHEREAS, Despite enduring life-altering injuries in service to the
United States and its allies, Aimal Zafari has faced adversity wth

remar kabl e courage, dignity, and perseverance, enbodying the very spirit
of sacrifice and selfl essness; and

VWHEREAS, Though not formally enlisted as a nenber of the United
States mlitary, A nmal Zafari faithfully served alongside Anerican
service menbers in conbat, risking his life to protect countless others
and contributing imeasurably to the safety and success of coalition
m ssi ons; and

WHEREAS, This Nation and the State of New York owe a profound debt
of gratitude to Ainmal Zafari for the countless |ives he hel ped save and
for the extraordinary sacrifices he nade in defense of freedom and
denocracy; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 1, 2023, Ainal Zafari was officially presented
with his United States citizenship, a deeply neaningful mlestone that
reflects both his enduring commitnent to this Nation and the gratitude
owed to himby the American people; and

VWHEREAS, The courage, patriotism and resilience denonstrated by
Aimal Zafari stand as an inspiration to all New Yorkers and al
Anericans, remnding us of the profound inpact one individual can have
through selfless service to others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Ainmal Zafari upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by the
New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Aimal Zafari.



