Senat e Resol ution No. 2335
BY: Senator O MARA

HONORING Wlliam"Bill" Fries upon the occasion of
his designation for special recognition after 40
years of distinguished service as Chief of the
Hanmondsport Fire Depart nent

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those distinguished citizens whose professional |ives and civic
endeavors have been characterized by an wunwavering conmtnent to
excel l ence, | eadership, and service to their conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Wlliam "Bill" Fries wupon the occasion of his designation for special

recognition after 40 years of distinguished service as Chief of the
Hanmondsport Fire Departnent, celebrated at its Annual Gala on May 9,
2026; and

WHEREAS, WIlliam"Bill" Fries has dedicated nearly five decades of
exenplary service to the Hammondsport Fire Departnent and to the
residents of the Village of Hammondsport and surrounding comunities;
and

WHEREAS, Chief Fries joined the Hanmondsport Fire Departnent on May
1, 1977, enbarking upon a renmarkable career of volunteer service that
has spanned 49 years and continues to inspire generations of
firefighters and comunity nenbers alike; and

VWHEREAS, Fol |l ow ng distinguished service as Assistant Chief from
1981 through 1985, WIlliamFries was elected Chief of the Hammobndsport
Fire Departnent in 1986; this year nmarks the mlestone of 40 years as
the departnent's chi ef officer, a tenure defined by steadfast
| eader shi p, professionalism and devotion to public safety; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his extraordi nary career, Chief Fries has served
t he Hammondsport Fire Departnment in nunmerous capacities, including
Assi st ant Chief and Secretary, and has consistently denonstrated
exceptional dedication to the welfare of both his departnment and the
comunity it serves; and

VWHEREAS, In recognition of his outstanding service, Chief Fries was
naned Fireman of the Year by the Hammondsport Fire Departnment in 1989
and, in 2023, was honored as Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year by the New
York State Association of Fire Chiefs during its 117th Annual Conference
and FIRE 2023 Expo in Syracuse, New York; and

WHEREAS, Under Chief Fries' |eadership, the Hanmondsport Fire
Departnment has commtted itself to training and preparedness at the
hi ghest level, resulting in one of the few volunteer fire departnents in
New York State achieving an 1SO rating of 3, areflection of the
departnment's operational excellence and cormitnment to conmunity safety;



and

VWHEREAS, Chief Fries has conpl eted extensive professional training
and earned nunerous New York State certifications in disciplines
including fire suppression, incident conmmand, hazardous materials
response, rescue operations, energency vehicle operation, wldfire
tactics, water rescue awareness, public safety |eadership, terrorism
awar eness, fire investigation, and energency nedical response, anong
many ot hers; and

WHEREAS, His conmtnent to education and professional devel opnment
has extended far beyond his own departnent, as he has consistently
sought innovative training opportunities for firefighters throughout the
region and has welconed neighboring departnents to participate in
drills, hands-on exercises, and classroom instruction hosted by the
Hanmondsport Fire Departnent; and

WHEREAS, Chief Fries has further distinguished hinself through
decades of service to regional fire service organizations, including
service as a nenber of the Steuben County Fire Advisory Board, a
longtime nenber and Treasurer of the Steuben County Fire Chiefs
Association, a Past President of the Steuben County Fire Chiefs
Associ ation, and since 2012, as a Steuben County Deput y Fire
Coor di nator, known throughout the region as Car 93; and

WHEREAS, His |eadership has been characterized by an unwaveri ng
commitment to interagency cooperation and collaboration, fostering
strong working relationshi ps anong nei ghboring fire departnents, county
agenci es, state agencies, and energency service organizations for the
betterment of public safety throughout the Finger Lakes region; and

WHEREAS, Beyond his extensive fire service acconplishnents, Chief
Fries has devoted countless hours to the betternent of his comunity
t hrough service on the Hammondsport Conmunity Servi ces Board, enpl oynent
with the Taylor Wne Conpany, service as a certified water operator for
the Village of Hammondsport Departnent of Public Wrks, and a
di stingui shed career as a bus driver and Transportati on Supervisor for
t he Hamondsport Central School District; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than 20 years, Chi ef Fries served as
Transportation Superintendent for the Hammondsport Central School
District, where he played a vital role in advancing student safety
initiatives, fire and life safety education, and fire prevention
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Through his active participation in school career day
prograns and youth outreach initiatives, Chief Fries has inspired many
students to join the fire service as junior firefighters, thereby
hel ping to secure the future of volunteer firefighting in his community;
and

VWHEREAS, Vol unteerism has long been a famly tradition for the Fries
famly, wth nultiple generations actively serving in the Hammondsport
Fire Departnent, reflecting Chief Fries' enduring commtnment to public
service and comunity invol venent; and



VWHEREAS, W dely respected as a nentor, educator, anbassador for fire
safety, and chanpion of volunteerism Chief Fries is known throughout
the region for his integrity, conmpassion, and tireless dedication to
firefighters and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Coll eagues and conmmunity nmenbers alike regard Chief Fries
as the "heart and soul"” of the Hammondsport Fire Departnent, a role
nodel whose | eadership, humlity, and service have earned the adm ration
and gratitude of all who have had the privilege to serve al ongsi de him
and

WHEREAS, The residents of Hanmondsport, Steuben County, and New York
State have been the beneficiaries of WIliam Fries' extraordinary
commtnment to public safety, civic engagenent, and conmunity service;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor WIlliam "Bill" Fries wupon the occasion of his designation for
special recognition after 40 years of distinguished service as Chief of
t he Hanmondsport Fire Departnent, and to conmend himfor his exceptional
| eader shi p, wunwavering dedication, and enduring contributions to the
fire service and the citizens of New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wlliam"Bill" Fries.



