Senate Resolution No. 2329
BY: Senator O MARA

COVMEMORATI NG the 10th Anniversary of Corning
Rugby C ub

WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition enhances the noral and physical
devel opnment of the residents of this State, instilling in themthe val ue
of teammwork, encouraging a standard of healthy living, inparting a
desire for success, and devel oping a sense of fair play and conpetition;
and

WHEREAS, Corning Rugby Cdub was founded in February 2016, by
Cor ni ng- Pai nted Post Hi gh School student Jack Kahabka, Head Coach Robert
McGee, and a host of volunteer coaches and supporters as the first youth
rugby programin the Southern Tier of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Corning Rugby Cl ub operates as a nonprofit organi zation and
Is supported entirely through nenber dues, fundraising efforts, and
conmmuni ty support; and

WHEREAS, Beginning as a single boys high school team conpeting in
RugbyNY Division Il, Corning Rugby Club was built around the m ssion of
providing | ocal student-athletes with opportunities to participate in
the sport while enphasizing teamwork, | eadership, discipline, respect,
accountability, and service to the comunity, and has since grown to
include a girls high school team and

VWHEREAS, Through hard work, wunwavering commtnent, and strong
spirit, the inaugural boys team quickly established itself as a
conpetitive force in New York State rugby, earning a berth in the
RugbyNY Division Il State Playoffs - an inpressive acconplishnment for a
first-year club; and

VWHEREAS, Corning Rugby C ub has continued to be a conpetitive force
over its 10 seasons, with its high school boys teamqualifying for the
RugbyNY state playoffs in every season-the only teamin Upstate New York
to acconplish that feat during the tine period; and

WHEREAS, Wth the addition of a girls teamin 2017, Corning Rugby
Club created the first opportunities in the region for fermale student
athletes to conpete in the sport; the programhas grown rapidly in
popul arity, becom ng one of the premier prograns in New York State and
t he East Coast; and

WHEREAS, Corning Rugby has engaged nearly 300 student athletes
across its boys, girls, and mddle school programs during its first
decade, providing neaningful athletic opportunities, skill devel opnent,
and | eadershi p experiences to youth throughout the Southern Tier; and

VWHEREAS, The Corni ng Rugby Club's girls program captured the RugbyNY
H gh School Grls State Chanpionship in 2023 and 2025, and the boys
program earned third-place finishes at the RugbyNY State Chanpi onshi ps



in 2017, 2019, 2022; this tradition of success is a testament to the
club's commtnent to high-level athletic perfornmance; and

VWHEREAS, The Corning Rugby Grls programwas invited to join the
prestigious Elite Grls Rugby League (EGRL), providing student athletes
wWith opportunities to conpete against many of the top girls rugby
prograns on the East Coast; and

WHEREAS, Corning Rugby alummi have earned selection to prestigious
nati onal devel opnment prograns, including representation of the United
St at es as menbers of the USA U 20 Wnen's National Team and
participation in the Eagle |Inpact Rugby Acadeny, part of the official
USA Rugby national devel opnent pat hway; and

WHEREAS, The athletes involved wth Corning Rugby O ub have had
i nval uabl e opportunities to train and conpete at nat i onal and
international levels, and participate in the tradition of touring,
organi zi ng and conpeting in out-of-state matches across the United
States; and

WHEREAS, In addition to high school rugby, the Corning Rugby C ub
has conti nued expanding opportunities for younger athletes through
m ddl e school and youth developnent programring; in 2026, the club
| aunched a free youth non-contact rugby program for boys and girls ages
7-15 in an effort to continue growing participation and introducing the
sport to the next generation of athletes; and

VWHEREAS, Corning Rugby has brought together student-athletes from
nore than 10 school districts throughout the Southern Tier region,
creating a unique community-based athletic programthat wunites players
from diverse backgrounds through teammrk, sportsmanship, |eadership,
and shared commtnent to the values of rugby, and deserves the just
recognition and applause of +the citizens of this great State; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 10th Anniversary of Corning Rugby Cub; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Jack Kahabka and Robert M Cee, founders of Corning Rugby
Cl ub.



