Senate Resolution No. 2320
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

COMVEMORATI NG the 60th Anniversary of R verkeeper
and honoring its enduring |egacy of environnental
advocacy, stewardship, and protection of the Hudson
Ri ver and New York's drinking water resources

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor t hose di sti ngui shed or gani zati ons whose comi t ment to
envi ronnmental protection and public service has profoundly benefited the
peopl e and natural resources of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 60th Anniversary of Riverkeeper, nmarking six decades of

st eadf ast advocacy, envi ronnent al | eadership, and dedication to
restoring and protecting the Hudson R ver and safeguarding clean
drinking water for mllions of New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Riverkeeper traces its origins to 1966, when Hudson River
fishernmen, recreational anglers, and concerned citizens wunited in
response to the alarmng pollution and environnental degradation
threateni ng the Hudson River, Anerica's "First River"; and

WHEREAS, At that tinme, hazardous industrial waste, raw sewage
di scharges, oil contam nation, and unchecked devel opnent had transforned
vast stretches of the Hudson River into what many regarded as an
i ndustrial sewer, inperiling fish populations, wldlife habi t at s,
drinking water supplies, and treasured recreational opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Determned to reclaimand restore the river that served as
their livelihood, honme, and conmunity centerpiece, these citizens forned
t he Hudson Ri ver Fishernmen's Association, the precursor to Riverkeeper,
and began a groundbreaki ng environnental enforcenent novenent rooted in
citizen action, science, and the rule of |aw, and

WHEREAS, During the Association's first public neeting at the
Anerican Legion Hall in Crotonville, New York, a standing-roomonly
cromd of rivernen, anglers, famlies, and environnmental advocates
pl edged thenselves to protecting the Hudson River fromfurther abuse and
expl oitation; and

VWHEREAS, |Inspired by the discovery of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1888 and the Refuse Act of 1899 by outdoor witer and conservationi st
Bob Boyle, the organization initiated a historic canpaign to identify,
prosecute, and hold account abl e pol | uters who were illegally
contam nating the Hudson River; and

WHEREAS, Through tireless advocacy and strategic litigation, the
organi zati on successfully shut down unlawful industrial discharges,
secured landmark legal victories against nmajor polluters, and hel ped
establish citizen enforcenent as a powerful tool for environnental



protection throughout the United States; and

VWHEREAS, The organi zation also played a vital role, alongside Scenic
Hudson and other advocates, in opposing the proposed hydroelectric
devel opnment at Storm King Mountain, helping to preserve critical striped
bass spawni ng grounds and setting inportant precedents for environnental
revi ew and ecol ogi cal protection; and

VWHEREAS, Usi ng pr oceeds from successful Ilegal actions, the
organi zation |launched the original R verkeeper patrol boat, initiating a
tradition of vigilant nonitoring and enforcenent that continues today
through Riverkeeper's patrols of the Hudson River and its tributaries;
and

WHEREAS, Over the past six decades, Riverkeeper has becone one of
the nation's | eading environnental organizations, wrking to protect and
restore the Hudson River from source to sea and to safeguard the
drinking water supplies relied upon by nore than nine mllion New
Yor kers; and

WHEREAS, Riverkeeper's mssion is rooted in community partnerships,
sci ence, advocacy, and the law, and its efforts have contributed
significantly to reductions in pollution, inprovenents in water quality,
the revival of recreational boating and swi mr ng, and hei ghtened public
awar eness of environnmental stewardship; and

WHEREAS, Riverkeeper continues to address ongoing environnental
chal | enges, I ncl udi ng sewage contam nation, aging infrastructure,
habi t at degradation, clinmate change, harnful energing pollutants, and
threats posed by unsustainable developnent and antiquated power
generation facilities; and

WHEREAS, Cuided by its enduring core values, Riverkeeper affirns the
| nportance of healthy ecosystens, clean and accessible drinking water,
environmental justice, scientific integrity, public participation, and
equi tabl e access to the environnental and recreational benefits of New
York's wat erways; and

VWHEREAS, Thr ough citizen engagenent, vol unt eeri sm habi t at
restoration, sustainable energy advocacy, and educational outreach,
Ri ver keeper enpowers comunities throughout the Hudson Valley and New
York City watershed to becone active stewards of their rivers, streans,
and drinking water resources; and

WHEREAS, Riverkeeper's vision for +the future is one in which the
Hudson River and its tributaries are ecologically restored, resilient,
teeming wth I|ife, safe for swmmng, fishing, and boating, and val ued
and protected by all who depend upon them and

WHEREAS, The State of New York owes a profound debt of gratitude to
t he generati ons of advocates, fishermen, scientists, attorneys,
vol unteers, and community |eaders whose dedication and perseverance
transforned Riverkeeper into a nodel for grassroots environnmental
activismand effective public-interest advocacy; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 60th Anniversary of Riverkeeper and to honor its
extraordinary contributions to environnental protection, clean water
advocacy, and the preservation of the Hudson River for present and
future generations of New Yorkers; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Riverkeeper.



