Senate Resolution No. 2304
BY: Senator TEDI SCO

COMVENDI NG St. Ceorge Greek Orthodox Church upon
the occasion of hosting its 50th Annual Geek
Festival taking place Septenber 4-6, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those nunicipalities that partner wth their |ocal
busi ness comunities while recognizing cel ebrati ons which foster ethnic
pri de and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which strengthens
the fabric of the conmmunities of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend St. George Geek Orthodox Church, in the Cty of Schenectady,
upon the occasion of 50th Annual Greek Festival taking place Septenber
4-6, 2026, on Liberty Street in Schenectady, New York ; and

VWHEREAS, Parish priest, Rev. Father Neofitos Sarigiannis has
descri bed the event as bringing "a touch of Geece to Schenectady"” in
order to create a honelike feel for all nenbers of the local conmmunity
who attend; and

WHEREAS, For many decades, the State of New York has held the
distinction of having the highest population of G eek Anericans in the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, G eek food, entertainnent, and nusical traditions are |ong
wi t hstanding and devel oped throughout the many diverse regions of the
nation, such as Attica, Pel oponnese, Crete, and ten others; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 1976, the Annual St. George Othodox Church
G eek Festival is held each year around Labor Day, and with the hel p of
the St. George's parish nenbers and |l ocal affiliations, has been a
staple in the Schenectady community ever since; and

WHEREAS, The St. Ceorge Othodox Church G eek Festival allows for
comunity nenbers to take tours of the church and its attractions,
provi des shops where individuals can purchase goods, tables where
children can performarts and crafts projects, and stands featuring
honenade authentic Geek foods such as Mussaka, O ynpian Kotta, Lanb
Shanks Yiovetsi, and Stuffed Peppers; and

VWHEREAS, The city closes off Liberty Street for the three-day period
of the festival so residents can enjoy authentic Geek famly fun, wth
a full music Lineup, other fornms of entertainnent, and numerous
additional children's activities; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s auspicious day provides an opportunity to celebrate
the significant contributions of Geek Anericans so that all people may
know and appreciate Greek history, traditions, and of +the role Geek
Anericans have played in Schenectady, and will continue to play, in our



communities, State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend St. George Orthodox Church upon the occasion of hosting its 50th
Annual G eek Festival taking place Septenber 4-6, 2026; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the nenbers of St. George Orthodox Church in the Gty of
Schenect ady.



