Senate Resol ution No. 2285
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

MOURNI NG t he deat h of Hudson Tal bot t,
di stingui shed citizen, beloved witer, tal ented
artist, and devoted nmenber of his conmunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Hudson Tal bott of Catskill, New York, died on Thursday,
January 22, 2026, at the age of 76; and

VWHEREAS, Born on July 11, 1949, in Louisville, Kentucky, Hudson
Tal bott was the youngest of four children and was raised by his |oving
parents, Peyton Tal bott, a bank manager, and MIdred Pence Talbott, a
dress shop nmanager; and

WHEREAS, Early in his life, Hudson Tal bott devel oped a | ove for art,
and his parents fostered and encouraged this passion and creative
expression, developing in hima belief that he had a vision worth
sharing with the world; and

WHEREAS, Hudson Tal bott graduated from Waggener H gh School in 1967
and attended the University of Cincinnati from 1967 to 1969; he went on
to study painting and scul pture at Tenple University's Tyler School of
Art, and spent a year studying at their canpus in Rone, |Italy, earning
his B.F. A in 1971; and

VHEREAS, After earning his degree, Hudson Talbott continued
devel oping his artistic skills and arts education abroad, Iliving and
working in Rome, Ansterdam and Hong Kong before settling in New York
Cty in 1974; and

VWHEREAS, Hudson Tal bott worked as a freelance artist and designer in
New York City, creating notecards and calendars and conpl eti ng
comm ssions for projects fromrenowned New York cultural institutions,
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Metropolitan Opera, the
Museum of Modern Art, and Bl oom ngdal e's; and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1986, Hudson Tal bott illustrated a 16-page picture book
for the Museum of Modern Art entitled How to Show G own-ups the Miseum
whi ch becanme his first work created for children; and

WHEREAS, Illustrations and works of art created by Hudson Tal bott
began to gain significant attention and were shown at respected exhibits
I ncluding the New York Public Library and the Louvre in Paris, earning
himthe attention of editors at publishing conpanies; and

VWHEREAS, 1In 1987, Crown Children's Books published Hudson Tal bott's
first children's picture book, W' re Back! A Dinosaur's Story, featuring



di nosaurs that traveled to 20th-century New York GCty; this debut
picture book received critical acclaimand was adapted as an ani mat ed
feature filmby Steven Spielberg in 1993; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his career as a children's picture book author
and illustrator, Hudson Tal bott was able to integrate his broad range of
personal interestsand passions into his work, publishing books related
to the Hudson Valley, Arthurian | egend, stories of resistance during the
Hol ocaust, travel, history, animals, and dinosaurs; and

VWHEREAS, Hudson Tal bott's wor k was visually appealing and
sophi sticated, yet also highly accessible to his young audience; his
artwork was |ush and described as simlar to 18th-century French work,
and he drew inspiration fromthe Renai ssance and the Hudson Ri ver School
of Painters; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of his work, skill, and inpact, Hudson
Tal bott received a 2006 Newbury Honor for his illustration of the book
Show Way, and he earned a 2022 Schnei der Family Honor for A Walk in the
Wrds, a children's picture book adaptation of the Stephen Sondhei m
nmusi cal Into the Wods; and

WHEREAS, CQutside of his career, Hudson Talbott was a Ilong-tine
resident of Catskill and was a devoted comunity |eader; he was a
foundi ng trustee of the Thomas Cole National Historic Site in Catskill
whi ch preserved the history of Thomas Cole, an influential artist of the
Hudson Ri ver School of Painters art novenent; and

VWHEREAS, After nore than 20 years of service, Hudson Tal bott was the
| ongest-serving mnmenber of the Board of Directors of the Thonmas Col e
National Hi storic Site and introduced the artists of tonorrow to the
works of Thomas Cole with his book Picturing America: Thomas Col e and
the Birth of American Art; and

VWHEREAS, Those who had the pl easure of working closely wth Hudson
Tal bott have shared that his artistic vision helped themsee the world
differently, and all who knew himw Il mss his endless inmagination,
uplifting spirit, and unwavering commtnent to inspiring others; and

WHEREAS, Arned wth a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Hudson Tal bott | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all he
served and befriended; his books and art wll continue to inspire
count| ess generations to conme; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the life and nmourn the death of Hudson Tal bott, distinguished
citizen, beloved witer, talented artist, and dedicated nenber of his
comunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Hudson Tal bott.



