Senate Resolution No. 2232
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NGt he deat h of Joseph Burton Jr.,

di sti ngui shed Uni ted St at es Ar ny vet er an,
| ong-serving Chief of Police, and devoted comunity
| eader

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to honor the |ives
of those distinguished individuals whose service, |eadership, and
devotion to their communities |eave a | asting | egacy upon the State of
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph Burton Jr., a resident of Ossining, New York, passed
away on April 6, 2026, at the age of 80, surrounded by his loving famly
foll owi ng a courageous illness; and

VWHEREAS, Born on January 27, 1946, in Yonkers, New York, Joseph
Burton Jr. was the bel oved son of Joseph and Josephi ne Burton, and was
rai sed with strong val ues of service, discipline, and community; and

WHEREAS, After conpleting his education, including degrees from
Mercy College in Crimnal Justice and Human Resource Managenent, Joseph
Burton Jr. honorably served in the United States Arny from 1963 to 1966,
attaining the rank of Specialist Fifth Cass; and

WHEREAS, Following his mlitary service, he began a renarkable
48-year career with the Village of Ossining Police Departnent, rising to
Chief of Police in 1992, a position he held for 24 years, becom ng the
| ongest-serving chief in village history; and

WHEREAS, Chief Burton was wi dely respected for his |leadership in | aw
enforcenment and his commtnent to public safety, youth nentorship, and
community progranms, including the DARE program the Police Athletic
League, and regional police organizations, as well as his graduation
fromthe FBI National Acadeny; and

VWHEREAS, Beyond policing, he served as Chairman of the Gssining
Vol unt eer Anbul ance Corps, where he hel ped advance the inplenmentation of
Advanced Life Support services, and as President of the Gssining
Hi storical Society, reflecting his deep conmtnent to community |ife and
hi story; and

WHEREAS, A |lifelong nentor and coach, Joseph Burton Jr. dedicated
decades to OGssining youth athletics, especially girls basketball, where
he took great pride in guiding student-athletes to success and nultiple
st at e chanpi onshi ps; and

VWHEREAS, He was known for his steady | eadership, quiet strength, and
deep devotion to famly, faith, and comunity, as well as his enduring
| ove for sports and his |ifelong support of New York teans; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Burton Jr. is survived by his wife of 57 years,



Gabrielle; his daughter, Kristine Burton; his siblings, Warren Burton
and Carol Adans; and nany extended famly nmenbers and friends who w ||
forever cherish his nenory; and

VWHEREAS, Joseph Burton Jr.'s life of service, |eadership, and
dedication to others |leaves a lasting |egacy throughout the Gssining
comunity; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Joseph Burton Jr., honoring his distinguished
mlitary service, his decades of |eadership in |aw enforcenent, and his
lifelong conmtnent to his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Joseph Burton Jr.



