Senat e Resol ution No. 2207
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG the New York Foundling' s Devel opnent al
Disabilities Division upon the occasion of hosting
t he Dan Washi ngt on, Jr., Menorial Basket bal
Tour nanment

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose enduring conmmitnent to the dignity, inclusion, and
joy of individuals with intellectual and devel opnental disabilities has
enriched the civic life of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commend the New York Foundling's Developnental Disabilities Division
upon the occasion of hosting the Dan Wshington, Jr., Menorial
Basket bal | Tournanment on Thursday, June 4, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, The New York Foundling was established in 1869 by three
Sisters of Charity who answered the call of New York City's nost
vul nerable children and famlies, and in the nore than 155 vyears since
Its founding, has grown into one of the |argest and nost respected hunman
service organizations in the New York netropolitan area, now serving
nore than 30,000 people each year through progranms spanning child
wel fare, developnental disabilities, education, health and behavi oral
heal th, and juvenile and crimnal justice; and

WHEREAS, The Foundling's Devel opnent al Disabilities Di vi si on
provi des conprehensive services and supports to individuals wth
intellectual and developnental disabilities, guided always by the
conviction that every person deserves to be seen, valued, and cel ebrated
and that the neasure of a comunity is found not only in the way it
treats its nost vul nerable nenbers but also whether it creates space for
themto thrive, conpete, connect, and bel ong; and

VWHEREAS, The Dan Washington, Jr., Menorial Basketball Tournament is
named in | oving honor of Dan Washington, Jr., a cherished participant in
t he Foundling's Devel opnental Disabilities prograns whose spirit,
ent husi asm and presence left a lasting mark on all who knew him in
namng this tournanent in his nenory, the Foundling affirnms that the
individuals it serves are not incidental to its mssion but are the very
heart of it and that their lives, their joy, and their | egacy are worthy
of celebration and renmenbrance; and

WHEREAS, The tournanent brings together participants from the
Foundl ing's Devel opnental Disabilities Division for a day of conpetitive

basketball, cheerleading, and skills showases, providing the nen and
wonen who participate the opportunity to do what every athlete wants: to
conpete, to be cheered, to feel the thrill of +the gane, and to be

surrounded by a conmunity that believes in their abilities and
cel ebrates their achi evenents wi thout reservation; and



WHEREAS, Events, such as this tournament, enbody a fundanmental truth
that this Legislative Body affirns without hesitation: that inclusion is

not charity, that the participation of individuals with intellectual and
devel opnmental disabilities in the full life of their comunities is not
a gift to be bestowed but a right to be upheld, and that every person,
regardless of disability, deserves access to the joy, the conpetition,
and the community that athletics can provide; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor the New
Yor k Foundl i ng, its Devel opnental Disabilities Division, staff,
vol unteers, participants, and the nmenory of Dan Washington, Jr., whose
nane graces this tournanent as a rem nder that every |ife touched by
this organi zation matters deeply and endures; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the New York Foundling' s Devel opnental Disabilities Division,
upon the occasion of hosting the Dan Wshington, Jr., Menor i al
Basketball Tournanent in New York City on June 4, 2026, and to extend
congratulations to all participants, coaches, volunteers, and supporters
who nake this tournanent a celebration worthy of Dan Wshington, Jr.'s
menory; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the | eadership, staff, and participants of the New York
Foundling's Devel opnental Disabilities Division in recognition of their
steadfast conmtnent to the dignity, inclusion, and full participation
of every person they serve.



