Senat e Resol uti on No. 2143
BY: Senat or SUTTON

RECOCGNI ZI NG May 2026, as Jewi sh Anmerican Heritage
Month in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, The nonth of May has been proclained as Jewish Anerican
Heritage Month since 2006, and each year people across the Nation
recogni ze and cel ebrate Jew sh achi evenents and contributions to the
United States; and

WHEREAS, For thousands of years, the Jew sh people have proudly
sustained their identity and traditions while persevering in the face of
religious persecution, enslavenent, expulsion, and the horrors of the
Hol ocaust; and

VWHEREAS, In search of religious tolerance and freedom from
persecution, North Anerica's first Jewish coomunity was established in
1654; and

WHEREAS, Those first Jewsh immgrants, fleeing the horrors of the
I nquisition, were net with opposition by then Director-general of New
Anst erdam  Peter Stuyvesant, who sought to expel themsinply for being
Jew sh; and

VWHEREAS, Despite that initial resistance, Jews have greatly
contributed to the culture and history of New York while strengthening
the fabric of society; and

WHEREAS, As educators, journalists, scientists, physicians, |awers,
artists, and humanitarians, Jew sh Aneri cans have made vi tal
contributions to t he devel opnent of our comunities, academc
institutions, civic organizations, and busi nesses; and

VWHEREAS, Jewi sh Anericans have continued their strong support for
ending discrimnation in voting, enploynent, public acconmodation, and
in society at large, by promnently participating in virtually every
civil rights effort in the American experience; and

VWHEREAS, This enduring conmtnent to civil rights is exenplified by
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel and his «collaboration with Dr. Martin
Lut her King, who marched al ongsi de each other from Sel ma to Mont gonery
in 1965; and

VWHEREAS, Jewish Anerican Heritage Month is an opportunity to
remenber and thank the many Jew sh Anericans who defend this nation's
| deal s as nenbers of the United States Arnmed Forces; and

WHEREAS, Jewi sh Anerican Heritage Month is also a tinme to honor the
enduring connection between Jewi sh Anericans and the land of Israel; a
connection sustained through mllennia of diaspora wth prayer and
tradition; and



VWHEREAS, Jewi sh Anericans today face a new wave of opposition as
they first did upon their arrival to North Anmerica, yet they continue to
persevere in the face of those threats; and

VWHEREAS, In light of an often reenmerging scourge of antisemtismin
Anerica, expressed openly and violently, it is crucial that the history,
heritage, and culture of Jewi sh Anericans be fully known, understood,
and val ued; and

VWHEREAS, New  York City Police Departnent data showed that
anti-Jewi sh hate crimes increased by 182 percent in January 2026,
conpared to January 2025; and

WHEREAS, In response to this rise in antisemtismin New York and
across Anerica, we nust unequivocal ly and unapol ogetically condemm this
hatred in all its forns; and

WHEREAS, In order to properly recognize the diverse contributions
and achi evenents of Jew sh Anericans as well as to preserve and protect
their history and culture for generations to cone, it is altogether
proper and fitting that we take this opportunity to continue |earning
fromJew sh heritage; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze May 2026, as Jewi sh Anerican Heritage Month in the State of
New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



