Senate Resolution No. 2135
BY: Senator O MARA

COVMEMORATI NG the 75th Anniversary of the Corning
Museum of 4 ass

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Corning Muiseum of d ass; and

VWHEREAS, The Corning Museumof Gass is a non-profit institution
that preserves, infornms, and expands the world's understandi ng of gl ass;
and

WHEREAS, Founded as an educational institution in 1951 by Corning
G ass Wirks, the Corning Museum of G ass was concei ved and devel oped by
Arthur A Houghton, Jr. and his cousin Anory Houghton; together, they
devel oped the Museumi s charter, conposed the first board of trustees,
and oversaw the Mseums first acquisitions, first hires, and first
exhi bi ti ons; and

VWHEREAS, When the Corning Miuseum of G ass opened to the public in
1951, it <contained a significant collection of glass and gl ass-rel ated
books and docunents: there were 2,000 objects, five staff nenbers, and a
research library, housed in a low, glass-walled building designed by
Harrison & Abranovitz; the building was part of the for-profit Corning
G ass Center conplex, which also included an auditorium for the
community, a Hall of Science showcasing the technology of glass, and a
wi ndowed wal | behind which guests could watch glass working in the
St euben factory; and

WHEREAS, In June of 1972, disaster struck as tropical storm Agnes
enptied a week's worth of rain into the surrounding Chenung Ri ver Valley
and caused the river to flood five feet of water into the Corning Miseum
of dass; staff nenbers were faced with the trenendous task of
restoration: every glass object had to be neticulously cleaned and
restored, while the library's collection of books had to be cleaned and
dried page by page, even before being assessed for rebinding,
restoration, or replacenent; and

VWHEREAS, On August 1, 1972, the Corning Miseum of dass reopened
with restoration work still underway; and

VWHEREAS, On May 28, 1980, the Corning Museum of G ass opened with a
new addi ti on desi gned by Gunnar Birkerts who created a flow ng series of
galleries with the library at their core, linked to the old building via
light-filled, w ndowed ranps; and



VWHEREAS, | n 1984, the Corning Museumof dass library was renaned
the Leonard S. and Juliette K Rakow Library in honor of Dr. and Ms.
Rakow, who gave generously to the library as well as bequeathing part of

their glass collection to the Museum and endowi ng research grants and
conmmi ssi ons; and

WHEREAS, In 1996, the Corning Miseum of G ass enbarked upon the
first phase of a planned five-year, $65 million transformation opening
The Studio, a state-of-the-art teaching facility for glassbl ow ng and
col dwor ki ng opened for classes; and

VWHEREAS, The Corni ng Museum of d ass's renovations were conpleted in
2001, and included a new Sculpture @Gllery (now the Hei neman
Contenporary Gass @Gllery), Hot dass Show denonstration stage, a
redesi gned 18, 000 square-foot retail space, a large Auditorium and a
hands-on | nnovation Center with exhibitions designed by Ral ph Appel baum
Associ ates; the Rakow Library was relocated to spacious new quarters
across the Miuseum canpus; and

WHEREAS, On March 20, 2015, the Corning Museum of d ass opened the
awar d-wi nni ng Contenporary Art + Design Wng, an expanded contenporary
gallery and state-of-the-art, 500-seat hot shop and anphitheater to neet
the needs of the nmuseunis growi ng coll ection, prograns, and visitation;
and

WHEREAS, | n 2024, the Corning Museum of dass conpleted its nost
recent expansion, which nearly doubled the size of its glassnaking
Studi o, and introduced the first Casting Center for |arge-scale glass
casting in North Anerica; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Corning Museumof 3 ass is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenent is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridled
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be celebrated and recogni zed by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Corning Miseumof dJass and to
honor its nmenbers, past and present, who have | abored so conscientiously
to secure and inprove the quality of life for the citizens of the
comunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Corning Museum of Q4 ass.



