Senate Resolution No. 2130
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG the Caribbean Anerican Social Wrkers

Associ ation upon the occasion of its Annual
Cari bbean Heritage Mnth Celebration on June 18,
2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those distinguished organi zati ons whose steadfast commtnent to
advocacy, enpowernent, and community service continues to enrich the
lives of individuals and famlies throughout the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend the Caribbean Anerican Social W rkers Association upon the
occasion of its Annual Caribbean Heritage Month Cel ebration, to be held
on June 18, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Cari bbean Heritage Month serves as a neani ngful opportunity
to celebrate the enduring contributions of Caribbean people and
Cari bbean- Aneri cans whose | abor, culture, intellect, and | eadership have
prof oundl y shaped the social, economc, civic, and cultural fabric of
New York State and the nation; and

WHEREAS, The Caribbean Anmerican Social Wrkers Association was
founded t hrough the vision and dedication of Ismay Giffith, LCSW and
El ai ne Reid, LCSW whose commtnent to culturally responsive social work
and comunity enpowernent established a foundation rooted in advocacy,
conpassi on, and service to Caribbean comunities throughout New York;
and

VWHEREAS, Under the | eadership of President N Melissa Harding, LMSW
and Vice President Cheryl-Anne O arke, MSW the organization continues
to expand its m ssion of supporting vulnerable populations, pronoting
mental well ness, advancing equity, and strengthening Cari bbean-Anmerican
famlies through -education, outreach, nentorship, and professional
col | aboration; and

WHEREAS, Through the tireless efforts of its menbers and supporters,
the organization has advanced the vital mssion of pronoting access to
culturally conpetent social services while wuplifting inmmgrant and
underserved communities with dignity, care, and respect; and

WHEREAS, Social workers serve as essential pillars within society,
often standing at the forefront of crisis i nterventi on, yout h
devel opnent, el der care, mental health advocacy, and comunity
enpower ment, providi ng hope, guidance, and conpassion to individuals and
famlies navigating life's challenges; and

VWHEREAS, The Annual Cari bbean Heritage Month Celebration not only
honors the rich history and traditions of the Caribbean di aspora, but
al so recogni zes the extraordinary inpact of professionals and community



| eaders whose work continues to strengthen nei ghborhoods and inspire
future generations; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York is home to one of the largest and
nost vibrant Caribbean populations in the United States, and the
contributions of Cari bbean- Aneri can soci al wor ker s have been
instrumental in advancing justice, opportunity, and human dignity
t hr oughout our communities; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper that this Legislative Body pause
inits deliberations to recognize the Cari bbean Anerican Social Wrkers
Associ ati on for its outstanding conmtnent to service, cultura
preservation, and conmunity advancenent; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the Caribbean Anerican Social W rkers Association upon the
occasion of its Annual Caribbean Heritage Month Cel ebration on June 18,
2026, and to extend sincere appreciation for its enduring contributions
to the Cari bbean-Anerican community and the people of the State of New
York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the | eadership of the Cari bbean Anerican Social Wrkers
Associ ation as a token of the esteemin which it is held.



