Senate Resolution No. 2125
BY: Senator GRI FFO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 15 - Cctober 15, 2026, as Hispanic Latino
Heritage Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to set aside
nont hs which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural
diversity which strengthens the fabric of the communities of the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Septenber 15 - COctober 15,
2026, as Hispanic Latino Heritage Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction wth the observance of National Hispanic Latino Heritage
Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, National Hi spanic Heritage Month began in 1968, when Public
Law 90-498 was approved by Congress, authorizing and requesting the
Pr esi dent to I ssue an annual proclamation designating the week
conprising Septenber 15th and 16th as the National Hi spanic Heritage
Week; President Lyndon Johnson issued the first one, Presidential
Decl arati on 3869; and

WHEREAS, In 1988, Congress passed Law 100-402 which anended Law
90-498 and created the Month of National Hi spanic Heritage; between 1990
and 2023, President George H W Bush, President WIlliam dinton,
Presi dent George W Bush, President Barack Cbanma and President Donald J.
Trunp have issued annual proclamations for National Hi spanic Heritage
Mont h; and

WHEREAS, Hispanic Latino Heritage Minth cel ebrates the independence
days of several Latin Anmerican countries including: Costa R ca, E
Sal vador, CGuatenmala, Honduras, and Ni caragua on Septenber 15th, Mexico
on Septenber 16th, and Chile on Septenber 18th; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, Hispanic Latino Heritage Mnth highlights al
the Hispanic and Latino cultures found within the Americas, as well as
the diversity and the positive contributions of their Hi spanic/Latino
brothers and sisters to their comunities and congregations; and

VWHEREAS, In 2019, the Library of Congress, National Archives and
Records O fice, National Humanities Endownent, National Art Gallery,
National Park Service, Smithsonian Institution, and the United States
Hol ocaust Menorial Miuseum joined in paying tribute to the generations of
Hi spani ¢ Ameri cans who have profoundly shaped and enriched our country
and our culture; and

WHEREAS, As of 2020, the Hi spanic population in the United States
was 62.5 mllion, the largest mnority group in the country, and is
projected to reach 111 mllion by 2060; and



VWHEREAS, Mexi cans, Sal vador ans and GQuatenmal ans are largely
concentrated in western states, while Cubans, Col onbi ans, Hondurans and

Peruvians are largely concentrated in the South; the |argest nunbers of
Puerto Ri cans, Dom ni cans and Ecuadorians are in the Northeast; and

VWHEREAS, The top states of the largest nunber of Hispanic
popul ations are in California, Texas, Florida, New York, Illinois,
Pennsyl vania, Ohio, Georgia and North Carolina; in 2022, New York's
Hi spani ¢ popul ati on reached 3, 721,000 according to the United States
Census Bureau; and

WHEREAS, Today, Latinos continue to advance comrunities throughout
the country, including many ot her occupations as small business owners,
vet erans, teachers and public servants; artists; |awmakers; in organized
| abor, and in other capacities; and

WHEREAS, It is nost fitting to set aside this nonth to highlight and
honor the history and heritage of the H spanic Latino and to renenber
and pay tribute to the contributions they have nade to our State and our
Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori alize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimSeptenber 15 - Cctober 15
2026, as Hispanic Latino Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



