Senate Resolution No. 2100
BY: Senator COWRI E

MOURNI NG the death of Bishop Dr. Charles Leslie
Norris, Sr., beloved man of faith, visionary pastor,
and devoted servant to his comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding individuals whose Ilives of
faith, |eadership, and service profoundly enrich the spiritual and civic
fabric of our conmunities; through his unwavering devotion to mnistry,
commitnment to justice, and dedication to uplifting others, Bishop Dr.
Charles Leslie Norris, Sr., was one such individual; and

WHEREAS, It is wth profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legi sl ative Body records the passing of Bishop Dr. Charles Leslie
Norris, Sr., a respected clergyman, nentor, and community | eader whose
life was marked by faith, integrity, and a steadfast commtnent to
Christian service; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Norris devoted his Iife to hel ping others,
enbodying the mssion of reflecting Christian values of loving his
famly, serving fellow Christians, and serving the conmunity, earning
honor for the life he |lived and the service he rendered to others; and

WHEREAS, As a man, Dr. Charles Norris first mnistered to his famly
whi ch extends to three generations; he was nmarried to the late Ruby D
Norris for nore than forty years; the couple were blessed with tw sons,
Keith Al exander Norris and Charles Leslie Norris, Jr.; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the passing of his first love of his life, Dr. Charles
Norris married the second |love of his life, Arnella Anesta Webson Norris
who cared for himuntil he took his |ast breath; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Charles Norris accepted the call into pastoral
| eadershi p at Bethesda M ssionary Baptist Church in 1972 and was el ected
Pastor on May 3, 1973; he worked to strengthen the Church, negotiating
and purchasing the Hillside Center fromthe First Presbyterian Church of
Jamaica to install a house of worship; and

VHEREAS, Bi shop Charl es Norris led this congregation for
approximately 40 years, preaching, teaching, and touching the hearts of
the people with an unconditional love in word and deed; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Norris's mnisterial vision and style gave way to
spiritual |eadership and nentorship, attracting and benefiting many
renowned mnisters; he led prograns for individuals and famlies who
were battling AIDS and tended to the needs of t he honel ess;
additionally, he provided guidance to grassroots activists who energed
as legislative |leaders at the local, state, and federal |evels; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Norris was presented with an honorary Doctor of
Divinity degree by the Educational and Theol ogical Consortium of the
Eastern United States, on the basis of his twelve consecutive years as



Pastor and M nister of Wirship at Bethesda M ssionary Baptist Church, as
wel |l as serving faithfully in several offices in the Eastern Baptist

Associ ation as Vice Mderator of Queens and Recordi ng and Corresponding
Secretary; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Norris also served as a board nenber of the
NAACP, nenber of the Second Chance Panel, nenber of the York College
Presidents' Advisory Council, and Executive Secretary of the Southeast
Queens Clergy for Conmunity Enpowernent; he was al so a graduate of the
Uban Mnistry Program of New York Theol ogi cal Sem nary and New York
Cty Mssion; and

VWHEREAS, Bi shop Charles Norris's past achi evenents include a Myor al
appointment to the Human Rights Commssion and a Queens Borough
President appointnent as Chairnman of the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Comm ssi on of Queens County; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Norris grounded his mnistry in Christian
principles of fairness, justice, conpassion, and cultivation of genuine
Christian community, leaving a |asting and neani ngful |egacy; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Norris is lovingly remenbered by his famly,
t he congregation of Bethesda M ssionary Baptist Church, friends,
col | eagues, and countl ess individuals whose lives were enriched by his
mnistry, |eadership, and exanple of faithful service; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the passing of Bishop Dr. Charles Leslie Norris, Sr., and to honor
his enduring l|egacy of faith, |eadership, and service to the Queens
comunity and beyond; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Bishop Dr. Charles Leslie Norris, Sr.



