Senat e Resol ution No. 2098
BY: Senator WEBB

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
the nonth of May 2026, as Hepatitis B Awareness
Month in the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Hepatitis Bis a liver infection caused by the hepatitis B
virus; current incidence estimates indicate that approxinately 1.8
mllion Anericans are infected with hepatitis B virus; and

VWHEREAS, New York has one of the highest hepatitis B burdens in the
nation, with a 2021 study estimating a preval ence of approximtely 0.8%
ranking third anong U.S. states; Queens County bears a disproportionate
share of this burden, wth an estinmated 42,600 residents living with
hepatitis B, the second-highest total anong U S. counties; and

VWHEREAS, Hepatitis B spreads from person to person via contact wth
I nfected bl ood and/or body fluids; and

WHEREAS, Hepatitis B infection can range from an acute, mld,
short-termillness to a chronic, serious, long-terminfection that can
|l ead to cirrhosis and |iver cancer; and

VWHEREAS, 85% of infants and 50% of ol der children and adults with
hepatitis B are asynptomatic and about 1 in 2 people who have hepatitis
B are unaware of their infection status; and

VWHEREAS, Infants face an increased hepatitis B exposure risk through
everyday contact and infected famly nenbers, and are susceptible to
devel opi ng acute and serious health issues if they are infected at birth
or in early childhood; and

WHEREAS, Infants exposed to hepatitis B have a 90% risk of
devel oping chronic hepatitis B, greatly increasing their risk of
devel opi ng serious liver conditions such as liver cancer or cirrhosis in
their lifetinme; and

VWHEREAS, Treatnent reduces the risk of serious conditions such as
liver cancer or cirrhosis, but an estimated up to 75 percent of people
who have hepatitis Bin the US. and are eligible for treatnent are not
prescribed treatnment, including 40% of those wth advanced |Iiver
di sease; and

VWHEREAS, To safeguard infant health, in 1991, the Advisory Conmttee
on I muni zation Practices (ACIP) issued its first universal hepatitis B
birth dose recomendation, which led to the inplenentation of the
uni versal hepatitis B vaccination programin 1992 in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, Before the universal hepatitis B birth dose recomendati on,
around 18,000 children in the United States were infected each year by
hepatitis B virus before their 10th birthday; and



VWHEREAS, From 1990 to 2019, the universal hepatitis B birth dose
recommendation led to a 99% decline in reported cases of acute hepatitis

B in children and young adults and averted an estimated 90, 100 deaths in
the United States: and

WHEREAS, The ACIP ended this wuniversal hepatitis B birth dose
recommendation in 2025 and now reconmends it for infants born to wonen
who tested positive for the hepatitis B virus or whose status is
unknown, limting other infants to a recomendati on for shared clinical
deci si on- maki ng; and

WHEREAS, Public health analyses suggest that skipping or delaying
the hepatitis B birth dose could result in thousands of preventable
hepatitis B infections and hundreds of mllions in avoi dabl e healthcare
costs in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Ani dst these changes, several states have reaffirmed their
support for a universal hepatitis B birth dose; and

WHEREAS, These state |level changes are beneficial to the public
heal th | andscape and prosperity of those states; and

WHEREAS, G ven existing shortfalls in annual hepatitis B screening
practices, despite a universal hepatitis B screening recomendation for
pregnant wonen, vaccination remains the safest and nost effective way to
proactively safeguard public health and prevent the devastating effects
of hepatitis B infection; and

WHEREAS, G ven existing gaps related to |linkage to care for people
who have hepatitis B, greater awareness of and access to hepatitis B
screening and treatnent options is needed to protect the health and
wel | - bei ng of individuals across New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2026, as Hepatitis B
Awar eness Month in the State of New York, and to urge the <citizens of
this great Enpire State to | earn about the causes, synptons, diagnoses
and treatnments for Hepatitis B; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



