Senat e Resol ution No. 2097
BY: Senator COWRI E

CONGRATULATING Tina Charles upon the occasion of
her retirenent from professional basketball and
recogni zing her extraordinary contributions to the
peopl e of the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distinguished individuals whose exceptional achievenents,
| eader shi p, and service have brought pride and distinction to the State
of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body pauses to congratulate
Tina Charles wupon the occasion of her retirenent from professional
basketball in 2026, after a |egendary career marked by athletic
excel l ence, humanitarian |eadership, and steadfast service to her
comunity; and

WHEREAS, Tina Charles is one of the nost acconpl i shed and
Influential athletes in the history of wonen's basketball and a proud
nati ve New Yorker whose career has brought distinction to the State of
New York, the Gty of New York, and the Borough of Queens; and

VWHEREAS, Born on Decenber 5, 1988, in Jamai ca, Queens, Tina Charles
energed as a basketball prodigy at Christ the King H gh School, where
she becanme one of the nost highly recruited players in the Nation; her
remar kabl e talent, |eadership, and dedication to excellence quickly
established her as a generational athlete and role nodel for young
peopl e across New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Tina Charles continued her academ c and athletic career at
University of Connecticut, where she helped |ead the Huskies wonen's
basketbal |l programto two undefeated NCAA National Chanpionships in 2009
and 2010; during her collegiate career, she earned nunerous national
honors, including the Naismth College Player of the Year Award and the
John R Woden Award, cenenting her place anong the greatest players in
col | egi ate basketball history; and

VWHEREAS, Followi ng her historic collegiate career, Tina Charles was
selected first overall in the 2010 WNBA Draft by the Connecticut Sun;
and

WHEREAS, Over the <course of a distinguished professional career
spanning nore than a decade, Tina Charles becane one of the nost
dom nant players in the history of the Wnen' s National Basket bal
Associ ation, earning | eague honors including WNBA Rookie of the Year in
2010, WNBA Most Val uable Player in 2012, nmultiple Al-WBA sel ections,
and nunmerous WNBA Al | - St ar appearances; and

WHEREAS, Tina Charles concluded her career as the WIBA's all-tine
| eadi ng rebounder and one of the league's all-tine |eading scorers,



achi evenments which place her anobng the greatest athletes ever to conpete
I n professional basketball; and

VWHEREAS, For many New Yorkers, Tina Charles is nost closely
associated wth her years starring for the New York Liberty, where she
becane the face of professional wonen's basketball in New York Cty; her
| eadership on the court helped elevate the Liberty franchise and
inspired a new generation of girls and young athletes throughout the
five boroughs and beyond; and

WHEREAS, Tina Charles consistently represented New York with pride,
prof essionalism and excellence, serving as both a sports icon and
comuni ty anbassador; and

WHEREAS, Internationally, Tina Charles represented the United States
Wnen's National Basketball Teamwi th extraordinary distinction, w nning
three Aynpic gold nedals and nultiple FIBA Wrld Chanpionship titles,
t her eby hel pi ng maintain the Nation's |longstanding dom nance in
i nternational wonen's basketball and bringing pride to Americans and New
Yorkers alike; and

WHEREAS, Beyond basketball, Tina Charles has distinguished herself
t hrough extraordi nary humanitarian and charitable efforts; in 2013, she
founded t he Hopey's Heart Foundation in nmenory of her |ate aunt, Maureen
"Hopey" Vaz, to raise awareness about sudden cardiac arrest and provide
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs), CPR education, and health
resources to schools and comunities; and

VWHEREAS, Through the Hopey's Heart Foundation, hundreds of AED
devi ces have been distributed nationw de, including throughout New York
City comunities, helping save lives and expand access to energency
heal t h resources; and

WHEREAS, Tina Charles also donated substantial portions of her
prof essional salary to charitable causes and funded educational and
comunity initiatives both donestically and internationally; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of her extraordinary community service and
advocacy, Tina Charles received the WBA Dawn St al ey Comuni ty
Leadership Award on nultiple occasions; her work has focused not only on
public health and youth enpowernent, but also on social justice, civic
engagenent, and expandi ng opportunities for underserved conmunities; and

WHEREAS, In 2026, Tina Charles announced her retirement from
prof essi onal basketball, concluding a |egendary career defined by
excel | ence, perseverance, integrity, and service; and

VWHEREAS, Tina Charles' inpact extends far beyond statistics and
chanpi onshi ps; she has becone a trailblazer for wonen's sports, an
inspiration to countless young athletes, and a proud representative of
Queens and New York State on the global stage; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor and recognize Tina Charles for her extraordinary athletic
achi evenents, her steadfast commitnment to comrunity service, and her



enduring contributions to the people of the State of New York; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Tina Charles as a token of the esteemand gratitude in
whi ch she is held by the people and the State of New York.



