Senate Resol ution No. 2083
BY: Senator BASKI N

COMVEMORATI NG the four-year Anniversary of the
shooting at Tops Friendly Markets in Buffalo, New
York, on My 14, 2026, and honoring the victins,
survivors, famlies, and conmunity at large in the
wake of this devastating tragedy

WHEREAS, The very principles of American freedom and the safety and
security of every Anerican at hone and abroad were challenged by the
unspeakable atrocities conmtted in the East Side of Buffalo, during a
sunny afternoon on Saturday, May 14, 2022, at a Tops grocery store
| ocated on historic Jefferson Ave; and

WHEREAS, As we mark the four-year anniversary of this sensel ess
massacre, the Geater Buffalo community is conducting an array of events

to honor those who lost their lives and to wuplift the comunity,
including the second annual 5/14 Day of Service & Renenbrance, a
city-w de day of service, action, and connection, honoring the |ives

lost in the My 14, 2022 tragedy; this initiative is planned by the
Cl enentine Gold Goup and sponsored by the John R QG shei Foundati on,
Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo, Nation Fuel, Conmunity Access
Servi ces of WNY, Hazen, G| bane, and Northwest Bank; the initiative wll
consi st of a day of service throughout the City of Buffalo from 9 a.m
to 2 p.m, followed by a coomunity gathering at 3 p.m; and

VWHEREAS, Oher events in honor of the anniversary of this profound
tragedy include BU LD of Buffalo's A Solemm Tinme of Renenbrance, a
tribute to renmenber the lives lost in the Tops nmass shooting; this event
will feature a noving address by Justice Craig D. Hannah, along with
heartfelt performances from Pastor Valerie Foye and Friends, Maestro
Henri Star Mihammad, and Bro. Brian Freeman; this initiative 1is
supported by H ghmark Blue Cross Blue Shield, Jericho Road Conmunity
Health Center, and Buffal o Project Labs; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, the community will gather for a renenbrance
cerenony at the Tops supermarket; church bells will chinme at 2:28 p.m,
t he nonent the 123-second ranpage began; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, as we renenber this horrific day, we honor the
10 innocent people who were killed: Roberta A Drury, Geraldine Talley,
Cel esti ne Chaney, Katherine Massey, Pearl Young, Ruth Wiitfield, Margus
D. Morrison, Andre Mackneil, retired Buffalo Police Lieutenant Aaron
Salter, and Heyward Patterson; and

WHEREAS, In addition, we honor the injured survivors: Jennifer
Warrington, Zaire Goodman, and Christopher Braden, and many non-injured
survivors throughout the conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, The May 14th Menorial Comm ssion was established by the New
York State Governor and forner Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown to conbat
racism in all fornms and work towards a future where hatred and bigotry



are a thing of the past; the Comm ssion, |led by Buffal o NAACP President
Reverend Mark Blue, wll have a leading role in uplifting the East
Buf falo community; and

WHEREAS, For all New Yorkers, the inmages of this horrific donestic
act of terrorismrekindl es heartbreaking nenories and causes us to pause
and reflect on our daily lives; and

VWHEREAS, The very heart and soul of America was once nore shaken to
its core; this tragedy stands as a rem nder that such sensel ess acts of
violence will not destroy the honorable values that Anerica stands for;
and

WHEREAS, The power of human conpassion and the strength and spirit
of the Anerican people were revealed in Buffalo as we |earned of the
i mmedi ate and heroic outpouring of service and concern for the victins
of this act of terrorismand in its aftermath; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body cannot express sufficient gratitude
to those devoted first responders, including police officers, Erie
County sheriff's deputies, and FBI agents, as well as paranedics and
firefighters, who inspire us all by carrying out their sworn duties with
great courage and bravery; and

VWHEREAS, The conbined and coordi nated efforts of these individuals
and their swift response are a testanent to the spirit of unity and
fellowship in the face of adversity which characterizes the best of
Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, The people of the State of New York stand steadfast in
their solidarity wth Buffalo, New York, honoring all who were
victimzed by the city's worst mass shooting on Saturday, My 14, 2022,
and stand resolute in our obligation to condemm racism donestic
terrorism and all fornms of hatred; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the four-year Anniversary of the mnmass shooting at Tops
Friendly Markets on Jefferson Avenue, and to extend to the people of
Buffalo the sincerest best wshes and heartfelt prayers of all New
Yorkers; and be it further



