Senat e Resol ution No. 2080
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVEMORATI NG the Wckoff House Miseums 2026
Pi nkster Cel ebration on May 16, 2026, and
recogni zing the enduring cultural and historical
significance of Pinkster in New York State

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commenorate events and institutions that preserve, honor, and pronote
the diverse cultural histories and traditions that have shaped the State
of New York and the Nation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, this Legislative Body is proud
to conmmenorate the Wockoff House Miuseumi s 2026 Pi nkster Cel ebration
taki ng place on Saturday, May 16, 2026, at the historic Wockoff House
Museum i n Brookl yn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Pinkster is recognized as one of the oldest African
American celebrations in the United States, rooted in African cultural
traditions and historically observed by enslaved and free Africans in
New Net herland and throughout the Hudson Valley during the Dutch
Pent ecost season; and

WHEREAS, During the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries, Pinkster
provi ded ensl aved Africans wwth a rare and neaningful opportunity for
rest, famly reunification, artistic expression, spiritual observance,
nmusi ¢, dance, storytelling, and the preservation of African cultural
practices and comrunal traditions; and

WHEREAS, Over tinme, Pinkster evolved into a powerful synbol of
African resilience, resistance, cultural continuity, and collective joy,
occupying an inportant place in the historical and cultural devel opnment
of New York State and the broader African Anerican experience; and

VHEREAS, The Wckoff House Miseum recognized as the ol dest
surviving structure in New York City and an inportant site of historica
education and preservation, has played a vital role in reviving and
el evating public awareness of Pinkster through educational progranmm ng,
comunity engagenent, and cultural celebration; and

VWHEREAS, The 2026 Pinkster Celebration wll feature storytelling,
nmusic, performances, and interactive cultural activities designed to
educat e attendees about the history of Pinkster and its enduring | egacy,
while fostering intergenerational |earning, comunity connection, and
appreciation for the diverse cultural heritage of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Through its continued stewardship of this inportant
tradition, the Wckoff House Museum affirns the inportance of preserving
African diasporic history, anplifying historically underrepresented
voi ces, and creating inclusive public spaces for cultural reflection and
cel ebration; and



WHEREAS, The observance of Pinkster offers all New Yorkers an
opportunity to reflect upon the resilience, «creativity, and enduring

contributions of African Anmericans to the civic, cultural, and noral
fabric of the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the Wckoff House Miuseumi s 2026 Pinkster Cel ebration on My
16, 2026, and to recognize the historical and cultural significance of
Pi nkster as an enduring synbol of African American resilience, heritage,
and community in New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the |leadership of the W~ckoff House Miseum as an
expression of the esteemand gratitude of this Legislative Body for its
continued dedication to historical preservation, cultural education, and
comruni ty engagenent.



