Senate Resolution No. 2078
BY: Senat or PARKER

COVMEMORATI NG the 2nd Annual Asase Yaa Dreanms in
Action Gala and recognizing 25 years of artistic
excellence and community inpact by the Asase Yaa
Cultural Arts Foundation, to be celebrated on My
12, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend organi zations and institutions whose enduring conmtnent to
cul tural enri chnment, yout h devel opnment, education, and comunity
enpower ment has contributed significantly to the vitality and diversity
of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, this Legislative Body is proud
to comenorate the 2nd Annual Asase Yaa Dreans in Action Gala, to be
hel d on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, on the rooftop of the Brooklyn Children's
Museum in Brooklyn, New York, and to recognize t25 years of artistic
excellence and community inpact by the Asase Yaa Cultura Arts
Foundati on; and

VWHEREAS, The 2026 Gala, thenmed "W Strive to Thrive," marks the 25th
Anniversary of the Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundation and serves as a
cel ebration of African-inspired artistic excel | ence, cul tural
preservation, and transformative conmunity engagenent through the arts;
and

WHEREAS, Founded with a mssion to educate, wuplift, and enpower
young people and communities through African-centered cultural arts,
dance, nusic, and performance, the Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundation
has, for a quarter century, fostered creativity, discipline, cultura
pride, and | eadershi p anong generations of youth throughout the Cty and
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Through dynamc arts educat i on initiatives, public
performances, cultural progranm ng, and nentorship opportunities, the
Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundation has created nmneaningful spaces for
artistic expressi on, i ntercul tural under st andi ng, and comunity
connection, while preserving and pronoting the rich traditions and
heritage of the African diaspora; and

WHEREAS, The Dreans in Action Gala serves not only as a cel ebration
of achievenent and artistic excellence, but also as an inportant
fundraising effort to sustain and expand youth and community arts
progranmm ng, ensuring continued access to culturally grounded arts
education and opportunities for future generations; and

WHEREAS, The 2026 Gala w Il honor distinguished individuals and
organi zati ons whose acconplishnents and service enbody excellence,
| eader shi p, advocacy, and conmtnent to community uplift, including
accl ai med actress and advocate Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor, community |eader
Aaron Barnette, educator and cultural advocate Dr. Ayoka WIles, and The



Br ookl yn Al ummae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, The evening will further feature |ive performances and
entertai nment celebrating the vibrancy, creativity, and enduring power
of the performng arts to inspire wunity, resilience, and collective
advancenent; and

WHEREAS, The Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundation's 25 years of
service and cultural |eadership stand as a testanent to the inportance
of investing in the arts, enpowering youth voices, and preserving the
cultural traditions that enrich the social and civic fabric of New York
State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 2nd Annual Asase Yaa Dreans in Action Gala and to
recogni ze the Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundation upon the occasion of
its 25th Anniversary, recognizing its extraordinary contributions to
arts educat i on, cultural preservation, and conmunity enpowernent
t hroughout the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the |eadership of the Asase Yaa Cultural Arts Foundati on
as an expression of the esteemand gratitude of this Legislative Body
for its enduring service and inpact.



