Senate Resolution No. 2064
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Sept enber 2026, as Bl ood Cancer Awareness Mnth in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
illnesses that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Septenber 2026, as Bl ood
Cancer Awareness Month in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Blood Cancer Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, During Septenber, National Blood Cancer Awareness Month
sheds [|ight on the cancers that affect the blood and |ynphatic systens;
and

WHEREAS, This vital observance focuses its attention on all blood
cancers-including, but not I|imted to, Ileukema (including chronic
| ynphocytic | eukema (CLL)), |ynphoma, Wl denstrom nmacroglobulinem a,
mul tiple nmyel oma, nyel odyspl asti c syndr ones, and other related
hemat ol ogi ¢ mal i gnanci es-by rai sing awareness, the goal is to informthe
public about the causes of blood cancers, how to identify synptons,
avail abl e treatnents, and progress nade through research;

VWHEREAS, CLL, the nobst common adult |eukema, is a chronic and often
i ncurable disease requiring ongoing nmanagenent, with patients facing
uni que chal | enges including active surveillance, risk of infection, and
| ong-term care needs; and

VWHEREAS, While advances in targeted therapies have inproved outcones
for i ndi vi dual s W th CLL, disparities in access to innovative
treatnments, specialized care, and clinical trials persist, wunderscoring
the need for continued research and high-quality, accessible care for
all patients; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ood cancers affect white blood cells and, in some cases,
red blood cells or platelets; and, while no w dely reconmended screening
tests currently exist, awareness of synptons and risk factors is
critical to understandi ng when to seek nedi cal eval uation; and

WHEREAS, Synptons of blood cancer include: |ynph node swelling,
persistent fatigue, night sweats, fever, difficulty catching breath
and/ or unexpl ai ned wei ght | oss; and

WHEREAS, Risk factors for blood cancers include famly history,
certain genetic disorders, snoking, exposure to radiation or prior
chenot her apy, i mmune system dysfunction or inmunosuppression (including
in individuals wth HV or those receiving i munosuppressive therapy),



and infection with viruses such as Epstein-Barr; and

VWHEREAS, Significant advances in the treatnent of bl ood
cancer s-incl udi ng | eukem a, | ynphonsg, mul tiple nyel oma, chronic
| ynphocytic | eukem a (CLL), Waldenstrom nacroglobulinema, and other
hemat ol ogi ¢ nml i gnanci es-have led to innovative therapies such as
cel lul ar i mmunot herapies (including CAR-T), bispecific antibodies,
anti body-drug conjugates, and targeted precision nedicines, resulting in
i nproved survival rates and quality of life for patients; and

WHEREAS, All targeted therapies for blood cancers are not
i nt erchangeable, as they differ in nmechanism efficacy, and suitability
for individual patients, and therefore treatnment decisions nust be
guided by the judgnent of physicians to ensure that each patient
receives the therapy best aligned with their specific diagnosis, disease
subtype, overall health, and clinical needs; and

VWHEREAS, There renmains a strong and expandi ng pi peline of potenti al
therapies for blood cancers, with hundreds of new treatnents currently
i n devel opment worl dwi de, reflecting one of the nobst active areas of
cancer research and offering continued hope for nore effective, |ess
toxic, and potentially curative options in the future; and

WHEREAS, Although the |eukem a survival rate has quadrupled since
1960, in the United States, approximtely 16,000 people are di agnosed
wi th bl ood cancers every nonth; depending on the type of cancer, the
survival rate varies; and

VWHEREAS, Hodgkin's | ynphoma, for exanple, has a nuch higher surviva
rate and is diagnosed |ess often; conversely, non-Hodgkin's |ynphoma
w Il be diagnosed nore often and wll have a |ower expectation of
survival; and

WHEREAS, Even though survival rates continue to inprove, soneone in
the United States dies froma bl ood cancer every nine mnutes; in the
United States, nearly 10% of the people who die fromcancer, die from
bl ood cancer; and

VWHEREAS, Awareness and education are powerful tools in the race to
find a cure for blood cancers; and

WHEREAS, The health and vitality of the people of New York are
significantly enhanced by |ocal efforts to increase communication and
education pertaining to blood cancers; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious health issue, and nore nmust be done to increase activity at the
| ocal, State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m Septenber 2026, as Bl ood
Cancer Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New



York and Bl ood Cancer United.



