Senat e Resol ution No. 2056
BY: Senator MATTERA

HONORI NG John R, Durso upon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition by the New York
Conference of Italian-American State Legislators on
May 18, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to individuals of distinguished purpose whose |ifewrk and
civic engagenent have profoundly contributed to the advancenent of
cultural heritage and the enrichnent of society; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
John R Durso upon the occasion of his designation for special
recognition by the New York Conference of Italian-American State
Legi sl ators on Monday, May 18, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Since 1999. John Durso has served as President of Local 338
RWSU UFCW a | abor union that represents nore than 13,000 working nen
and wonen across New York State and parts of New Jersey; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, since 2005, John Durso has served as
President of the Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO the fourth
| argest central |abor council in the United States, representing 250, 000
uni on nenbers in Nassau and Suffol k Counties; and

VWHEREAS, John Durso also serves as International Vice President of
the United Food and Comrercial Wirkers (UFCW, Vice President of the
Retail, \Wholesale, and Departnent Store Union (RADSU), a Council wthin
the UFCW and Vice President of the New York City Central Labor Council
and

VWHEREAS, Active in his comunity, John Durso holds positions on the
Town of Henpstead Labor Advisory Board and the Nassau County Living Wage
Advi sory Board and serves on the Governor's Long |Island Regional
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Council and Governor's "New' New York Advisory
panel ; and

VWHEREAS, John Durso is a lifetinme nenber of the New York branch of
t he NAACP, board nenber of the Long Island Association, Board Chair of
the EAC Network, and board nenber of the Nassau Community Coll ege
Foundati on and the Nassau Community Col |l ege Board of Trustees; also, he
has served as Chair of the Board of the United Way of Long Island two
times; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, John Durso serves on the advisory boards of
vari ous organizations, including the ENERGEI A Partnership, the Cornel
| ndustrial Labor Relations School, the Long Island Community Devel opnent
Cor poration, and John Thi essen Children's Foundation; and

VWHEREAS, For just a few of his many acconplishnents, John Durso is a



reci pi ent of Networking Magazine's David Award and is a nenber of the
LI BN/ Hof stra University Long Island Hall of Fane; he was al so awarded
the prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honor from the National Ethnic

Coalition of Or gani zat i ons, an I nternational organization that
cel ebrates the diversity, achievenents, and progress of all ethnic
backgrounds and pronotes tol erance and cul tural awareness; and

WHEREAS, John Durso believes that his greatest acconplishnents are
his four grown children, John, Jr., Mchael, Jessica, and Jim he is
also a proud grandfather of seven whom he shares with his w fe, Peggy,
who was herself a 27-year nenber of Local 338 RWDSU UFCW and

WHEREAS, John Durso's enduring legacy is one of intellectual rigor,
public service, cultural preservation, and an unyielding commtnent to
comunity enpowernment and the [talian-Anmerican experience; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor John R Durso upon the occasion of his designation for special
recognition by the New York Conference of Italian-American State
Legi slators on May 18, 2026, and to commend him for his unparalleled
contributions to education and Italian-American culture; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to John R Durso.



