Senat e Resol ution No. 2055
BY: Senator MATTERA

HONORING Dr. Anthony Julian Tanburri upon the
occasion of his designation for special recognition
by the New York Conference of Italian-Amrerican State
Legi slators on May 18, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to individuals of distinguished purpose whose |ifework and
civic engagenent have profoundly contributed to the advancenent of
cultural heritage and the enrichnent of society; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Dr. Anthony Julian Tanburri upon the occasion of his designation for
speci al recognition by the New York Conference of Italian-Anmerican State
Legi sl ators on Monday, May 18, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri is the Dean of the John D. Calandra
Italian Anerican Institute (Queens College, CUNY) and D stinguished
Prof essor of European Languages and Literatures; his research interests
lie in literature, cinema, semotics, interpretation theory, and
cultural studies; and

VWHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri has divided his intellectual work
evenly between Italian and Italian-Anmerican studies, authoring nore than
a dozen books and one hundred essays on both subject areas in English
and Italian; he is also the editor of nore than 30 volunmes and speci al
I ssues of journals; and

WHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri's degrees are from Sout hern Connecti cut
State University (B.S., Italian), Mddl ebury College (MA , Italian),
and the University of California, Berkeley (Ph.D., Italian and Spanish);
and

VWHEREAS, Anong his many acconplishnents, Anthony J. Tanburri has
founded and directed summer prograns in Italy and held positions for the
University of Pennsylvania and Mddlebury College's Scuola Estiva
Italiana; he was also the first Esposito Visiting Faculty Fellow at the
University of Mssachusetts, Dartnouth; he has been the recipient of
vari ous academ c and scholarly awards and grants through the years; and

VWHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri was awarded a Regents Schol arship and
the Italian-Arerican Fellowship at UC Berkel ey, received a Certificate
of Appreciation for Distinguished Contribution to the National Defense
and nunerous Research Foundation grants while at Purdue University, and
naned Di stingui shed Alumus for the year 2000 from Sout hern Connecti cut
State University; and

WHEREAS, In addition to teaching at Smth College, Mddlebury
Col | ege, and Auburn University, Anthony J. Tanburri spent 13 years at
Purdue University before noving to Florida Atlantic University where,



from 2000 to 2006, he served as Chair of Languages and Linguistics,
Associ ate Dean for Research, Gaduate, and Interdisciplinary Studies,
and Director of the Ph.D. in Conparative Studies; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, Anthony J. Tanmburri received nunerous honors
and awards, including the Association of |Italian American Educators
Pronotion of Italian Language and Culture Award and the Lehman-LaCuardi a
Award for Cvic Achievenent, conferred by the New York G and Lodge
Conmi ssion for Social Justice of the Oder Sons of Italy in America; and

VWHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri is a nenber of nunmerous organizations
for which he has also held adm nistrative positions and national office;
he has been a Delegate for Foreign Languages for the Mdern Language
Associ ation, a nenber of its Executive Conmittee for the D vision of
Modern Italian Literature, and co-founder of the D scussion G oup on
Italian-Anmerican Literature; and

WHEREAS, For the Anerican Italian Hi storical Association, Anthony J.
Tanburri was the newsletter editor for eight years, a nenber of its
Executive Council since 1993, and president; he was al so vice-president
of the Anerican Association of Teachers of Italian; and

WHEREAS, Anthony J. Tanburri's enduring | egacy S one of
intellectual rigor, public service, cultural preservation, and an
unyi el ding commtnent to conmunity enpowernent and the [Italian-Anmerican
experience; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dr. Anthony Julian Tanburri upon the occasion of his designation
for special recognition by the New York Conference of Italian-Anerican
State Legislators on My 18, 2026, and to commend him for his
unparalleled contributions to education and Italian-Anmerican culture;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Dr. Anthony Julian Tanburri.



