Senate Resolution No. 204
BY: Senat or PARKER

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 18, 2025, as Haitian Unity Day in the State of
New York, in conjunction wth the observance of
Haitian Heritage Month

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in Kkeeping wth
its tinme-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those
organi zati ons which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of
New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 18, 2025, as Haitian
Unity Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance
of Haitian Heritage Month; and

VWHEREAS, Haiti, located less than 700 mles fromthe United States
of Anerica, is the second nation in the Western Hem sphere, after the
United States, to earn its independence, and has, since 1803, stood as a
beacon of freedomas the first black-governed republic in the world; and

WHEREAS, Haiti is one of the original nenbers of the United Nations
and several of its specialized and rel ated agencies, as well as a nenber
of the Organi zation of Anmerican States (QAS); and

VWHEREAS, On August 22, 1791, Haiti was the island nation where
hundr eds of thousands of enslaved persons initiated the nost successful
slave rebellion in history; under the mlitary |eadership of Francois
Toussaint L' Quverture, the grandson of an African chief, making the
Haitian revolution a mgjor turning point in the history of the world
W th repercussions extending far beyond the Cari bbean nation; and

WHEREAS, The contributions of Jean-Jacques Dessalines, a forner
slave, led to Haiti's declaration of independence in 1804; Jean-Jacques
Dessal ines becane the first ruler over an I ndependent Haiti;
Jean-Jacques Dessalines' actions left a |legacy of Haitian nationalism
The Haitian National anthem La Dessalinienne, is nanmed after him to
honor his fervent efforts to protect the independence of Haiti; and

WHEREAS, Haiti's victory against France redefined Napol eon's goals
in the Western Hem sphere and so set the stage for the Louisiana
Purchase, a single acquisition doubling the United States' size, giving
the United States its heartland, control of the Mssissippi R ver and
the inportant port <city of New Oleans on the Gulf of Mexico; the
Louisiana territory drew inmgrants fromall over Europe, transform ng
and strengthening the United States and the Anerican people; and

WHEREAS, For nmany years preceding the Anmerican Civil Wr, the
Hai ti an Revol ution had a substantial influence over many of the policies



and laws in the United States that related to slavery such as, in 1794
and 1800, the federal governnent passage of anti-slave trade laws to
prevent the possible spread of the Haitian slave revolt to the United

St at es: prohibiting citizens from equipping ships engaged in slave
trade conmerce, barring Amrericans fromserving aboard such ships, or
from having any interest in their voyages; and

WHEREAS, In 1792, a nunber of neasures taken to prevent a slave
rebellion in the United States were so brutal and inhunmane that these
acts drove and strengthened the crusade of the abolitionists in the
United States, therefore having a profound influence on the novenent
that led to the Cvil War; and

VWHEREAS, The Haitian Revolution ignited a ground-breaking change in
the history of the nodern world by enabling hundreds of thousands of
African slaves worldw de and tens of thousands of free persons of col or
to find the wherewithal to wunite in the quest for individual and
collective liberty; and

VWHEREAS, Haitian people have mgrated to the United States since the
1700s, resulting in approxi mtely 200,000 Haitians residing in the State
of New York; and

WHEREAS, Qur state enjoys a great |egacy fromthe successors of
freed Haitian slaves who cane to the United States, notably Pierre
Toussaint, the first [ ayman now bei ng proposed by the Catholic Church to
become a saint, who arrived in New York in 1787, where he turned his
hone into a shelter for orphans, a credit bureau, an enploynent agency,
and a safe haven for priests; Toussaint was a benefactor of the first
New York City Catholic school for Black children at St. Vincent de Paul
on Canal Street; Toussaint also provided noney to build a new Ronan
Cat holic church in New York, which becane old Saint Patrick's Cathedral
on Mul berry Street; and

WHEREAS, In Cctober of 1995, Pope John Paul |1, fromthe throne in
the sanctuary of New York's Saint Patrick's Cathedral, publicly bestowed
Pierre Toussaint wth the suffix Venerable, which is the second step
towards becomng a saint in the Catholic Church because Pierre Toussaint
transcends race through his mracle and charitable acts as evidence that
he is not aman |imted in range and that his |ove for his neighbor is
not restricted to race or tribe; and

VWHEREAS, Many ot her notable Haitians have made rich contributions to
the nation, such as the Tuskegee trai ned Raynond Cassagnol who hel ped
formthe Haitian Air Force in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Jean Baptiste Point Du Sable was born in Saint-Marc Haiti;
Du Sabl e becane the first permanent resident of Chicago and is known as
the Father of Chicago; Du Sable was honored with the creation of the Du
Sabl e Museum of African Anerican History in Wshington Park and also
honored with the issue of a Black Heritage Series, 22 cent post stanp on
February 20th, 1987; and

WHEREAS, WE.B. Du Bois was a civil rights activist who hel ped



advocate for equality anongst African Anericans, he also encouraged
social nobility by introducing African Anericans to higher education,
WE.B. Du Bois is the founder of the NAACP and he was also the first
African Anerican to earn a doctorate degree, thus setting a precedent
for the devel opnent of the Black race in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, Jean-M chel Basqui at, born in Brooklyn, New York, becane
famous for his profound, thought provoking artwork which enpl oyed soci al
commentary to discuss social inequalities and pronote social nobility
and equality; Basquiat's artwork has been i nfluenti al to many
cont enporary artists and poets; Basquiat's legacy is wuniversally
recogni zed as a catal yst for social change; and

VWHEREAS, John James Audubon, born in Haiti, inspired one of the
founders of the Audubon Society in the |ate 1800s, to nanme the society
after John Janmes Audubon because of his reputation and deep appreciation
and concern for the natural world; to this day, the nane Audubon renains
synonynmous with avian life, wldlife protection, and environnental
conservation the world over; and

VWHEREAS, Haitian culture and contributions have had a definite mark
on not only the progression of equality and i ndependence but also wupon
t he devel opment of eclectic expressions of arts and |iterature, noreover
the long lasting influence that Haitian Americans have on the United
St ates can be seen through the novenents of a productive society, such
devel opnments have been collectively centered to push the popul ace
forward; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to recognize
t hose i nportant days which remnd us of the rich and diverse heritage of
our great State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 18, 2025, as Haitian
Unity Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the observance
of Haitian Heritage Month, in honor of Haiti's legacy of liberty and
justice throughout the world and in honor of the significant and
countless contributions of New Yorkers of Haitian descent who have
enriched our Nation and our State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



