Senate Resolution No. 198
BY: Senat or PARKER

MOURNI NG the death of Dr. Elizabeth Nunez and
honori ng her remar kabl e life, literary
contributions, and dedication to education and the
pronotion of Black witers

WHEREAS, Born on February 18, 1944, in Cocorite, Trinidad and
Tobago, Dr. El i zabet h Nunez was a di stingui shed novelist, professor
and advocate for Black literature; her works have significantly enriched
Anerican and Cari bbean literary | andscapes; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Elizabeth Nunez died in Brooklyn, New York, on Friday,
Novenber 8, 2024, at the age of 80, |eaving behind a profound | egacy
whi ch continues to influence and inspire witers, scholars, and readers
around the world; and

VWHEREAS, At the age of 19, Elizabeth Nunez emi grated to the United
States, earning a Bachelor of Arts in English from Mirian College in
Wsconsin, followed by a Master's degree and Ph.D. in Literature from
New York University, denonstrating an unwavering conmtnent to acadenc
excel | ence; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Elizabeth Nunez began her teaching career at Medgar
Evers College in Brooklyn in 1972, playing a pivotal role in devel oping
its witing curriculum and | ater served as a Distinguished Professor of
English at Hunter College in New York City where she taught courses on
Cari bbean Wnen Witers and Creative Witing, inspiring countless
students through her passion for literature and education; and

VWHEREAS, As an acconplished author, Dr. Elizabeth Nunez penned
several acclainmed novels, including Prospero's Daught er, Br ui sed
H bi scus, and Beyond the Linbo Silence, receiving nunerous awards such
as the Anerican Book Award and the | ndependent Publishers Book Award,
and earning recognition as a New York Tines Editors' Choice; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Elizabeth Nunez co-founded the National Black Witers
Conference, securing funding from the National Endowent for the
Humanities, and co-edited anthologies that provided platfornms for
Cari bbean women witers, thereby anplifying marginalized voices and
fostering a greater appreciation for Black literature; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Elizabeth Nunez's nenoir, "D scovering My Mother," was
featured in the 2019 anthology, New Daughters of Africa, further
contributing to t he rich tapestry of diasporic narratives and
hi ghl i ghti ng her personal journey and heritage; and

WHEREAS, Al who were privileged to know Dr. Elizabeth Nunez wll
m ss her inmensely; she has left an enduring |egacy that will influence
future generations for decades to come; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body, on behalf of the State of New



York, extends its deepest synpathy to the famly, friends, colleagues,
and students of Dr. Elizabeth Nunez and honors her excepti ona
contributions to literature, education, and the enpowernent of Bl ack

witers, acknow edging the indelible inpact she has nmade on our cul tural
and academ c communities; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Dr. Elizabeth Nunez as an expression of our
respect, admration, and gratitude for her life and worKk.



