Senate Resolution No. 1979
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG  the 110t h Anni versary of the
Annexation of North Utica

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commenorate historic events of significance which have contributed to
t he devel opnent, growth, and prosperity of the communities of the State
of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 110th Anniversary of the Annexation of North Utica, an
event of enduring inportance to the City of UWica and the surrounding
regi on; and

VWHEREAS, The history of North Uica s annexation is marked by two
pi votal events which shaped the community's trajectory and devel opnent;
and

VWHEREAS, The first annexation, occurring in 1891, involved
approximately 249 acres of land fromthe Town of Deerfield, situated
just north of the New York Central Railroad tracks; this action was
undertaken primarily to facilitate the rerouting and straightening of
the Mhawk River in order to mtigate severe and recurring spring
flooding, which had long inpacted residents, infrastructure, and
rail road operations; and

WHEREAS, This anbitious and costly undertaki ng proved beneficial not
only to the Cty of Uica, but also to surrounding communities and the
railroad system ensuring inproved safety, economc stability, and
continued service in the region; and

WHEREAS, The second and nost significant annexation occurred in
1916, enconpassing nearly 4,100 acres, or approximately four square
mles, of land fromthe Town of Deerfield, follow ng extensive public
di scourse and deliberation regarding its nerits and consequences; and

VWHEREAS, A principal factor notivating this annexation was the
fi nanci al bur den associ at ed W th i nfrastructure I mprovenent s
necessitated by the construction of the New York State Barge Canal,
begun in 1905 and conpleted in 1918, including the costly devel opnent of
maj or bridges over what are now Lel and Avenue and North Genesee Street;
and

VWHEREAS, The incorporation of this territory into the Cty of Uica
enabled the provision of essential mnunicipal services to residents
wi thin the annexed area, including electric lighting, police and fire
protection, and access to city schools, thereby enhancing quality of
life and civic participation; and

VWHEREAS, Wil e the annexation represented a transition for the Town



of Deerfield, which relinquished Iland, institutions, and a diverse
wor king population of skilled tradespeople and professionals, It

ultimately contributed to the broader regional growh and noderni zati on;
and

VWHEREAS, Over the ensuing decades, North Utica has evolved fromits
nodest origins into a vibrant and dynam c district, now recognized as
the largest in the Gty of Uica, featuring residential neighborhoods,
educational institutions, comercial centers, and a wde array of
busi nesses and comunity resources; and

VWHEREAS, Today, North Utica serves as an econom ¢ and cul tural hub,
contributing significantly to the local tax base, providing enploynent
opportunities, and acting as a gateway to the Adirondack region for
countless visitors traveling through the area; and

WHEREAS, The | egacy of the annexation endures as a testament to
foresight, cooperation, and the enduring resilience of the comunity,
whose devel opnent has far exceeded the expectations of its early civic
| eaders; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to recognize this mlestone and to
honor the history, growh, and contributions of North Uica and its
residents; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 110th Anniversary of the Annexation of North Utica, and
to recogni ze the significance of this historic event in shaping the
comunity and region; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to representatives of the North Uica comunity I n
recogni tion of this auspicious occasion.



