Senate Resolution No. 1977
BY: Senat or PARKER

RECOGNI ZI NG May 6, 2026, as a day of special
tribute to New York's snall busi ness owners,
i ncluding nenbers of the Gol dman Sachs 10, 000 Snal
Busi nesses Voices conmunity visiting the State

Capi t ol
WHEREAS, Small businesses are the econonm ¢ backbone of comrunities
across New York State, serving as drivers of job creation, |ocal

i nvestment, and | ong-term econonic stability; and

VWHEREAS, Across New York State, nore than 422,137 small busi nesses
with fewer than 500 enpl oyees represent 98.9 percent of all businesses,
serving as critical pathways to economc nobility, self-determ nation
generational wealth creation and | ocal econom c growth; and

VWHEREAS, These businesses enploy approxinmately 3.7 mllion New
Yorkers, many of whom live in the sane communities these enterprises
serve, reinforcing a cycle of |local reinvestnent and conmunity
stability; and

WHEREAS, Many smal | busi ness owners continue to navigate barriers to
grow h, including access to capital, procurenent opportunities, and the
resources needed to scale and conpete in an evol ving econony; and

VWHEREAS, Small businesses play a vital role in maintaining vibrant
conmer ci al corridors, preserving cul tural I dentity, preventing
di spl acenent, and maintaining the fabric of communities in the face of
rapi d devel opnent and rising costs across New York; and

WHEREAS, Strong economic policy is nost effective when it is
i nformed by those directly inpacted, and ensuring small business owners
of fer input and insight into policy strengthens the quality, durability,
and effectiveness of policynaking; and

VWHEREAS, Providing small business owners with a neaningful seat at
the table creates opportunities for real-tine feedback, practical
probl em sol ving, and policies that reflect on-the-ground realities; and

WHEREAS, On May 6, 2026, nenbers of the Gol dman Sachs 10, 000 Sral
Busi nesses Voi ces conmunity convene at the State Capitol to engage
directly with policymakers, bringing their experiences forward and
taking their seat at the table in shaping New York's economc future;
and

WHEREAS, Expanding and formalizing pathways for small business
owners to have a seat at the table ensures that economc devel opnent
strategies are infornmed, responsive, and positioned for long-term
success; and

WHEREAS, The week of May 3-9, 2026, is recognized as National Snal



Busi ness Wek, providing an opportunity to honor the resilience,
i nnovation, and contributions of small busi ness owners across the State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze and cel ebrate the contributions of New York's small business
owners, and specifically the nmenbers of the Gol dman Sachs 10, 000 Smal
Busi nesses Voi ces conmunity, on May 6, 2026; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body reaffirns its conmmtnent to
ensuring small business owners have a neani ngful and ongoi ng seat at the
tabl e, including through policies that expand access to capital, pronote
econoni ¢ justice, support business growth, strengthen workforce
devel opnment, and inprove the overall operating environnent for smal
busi nesses across the State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body supports continued engagenent
bet ween policynmakers and snmall business owners, recognizing t hat
maintaining a consistent seat at the table is essential to building a
strong, conpetitive, and responsive econony; and be it further

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body recognizes that a strong and
conpetitive econony depends on ensuring entrepreneurs across New York
not only have opportunities to succeed, but also a clear and consistent
stake in shaping the policies that inpact their businesses; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Commssioner of Enpire State Devel opnent and the
| eadership of the Gol dman Sachs 10,000 Smal | Busi nesses Voi ces program



