Senate Resolution No. 1970
BY: Senat or PARKER

COMVENDI NG the Tau Onmega Chapter of Al pha Kappa
Al pha Sorority upon the occasion of hosting its
I naugural "A Sparkle In Tinme: The Legacy of a
Century" Cotillion on April 26, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose enduring conmtnent to excellence, service, and the
el evation of young people has enriched the civic and cultural Iife of
the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
coomend the Tau Orega Chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority upon the
occasion of hosting its Inaugural "A Sparkle In Tinme: The Legacy of a
Century" Cotillion on Sunday, April 26, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority was founded on January 15, 1908,

at Howard University in Wshington, D.C., by Ethel Hedgeman Lyle and
ei ght extraordi nary wonen who envi sioned a sisterhood dedicated to the
uplift of wonen, the service of comunity, and the cultivation of
excellence in every field of human endeavor; in the nore than a century
since its founding, Al pha Kappa Al pha has grown into one of the |argest
and nost distinguished historically Black sororities in the world,
conprising hundreds of thousands of nenbers across nore than 1,000
chapters in the United States and abroad; and

WHEREAS, The Tau Omega Chapter holds a place of singular distinction
within this | egacy: chartered in May 1925, it stands as the fourteenth
ol dest chapter of Alpha Kappa Al pha Sorority, the oldest graduate
chapter established in New York Cty, and the ol dest graduate chapter in
the entire Tri-state Area; born of the determ nation of Lanbda Chapter
alumae who resolved to continue their service beyond college, the
twenty-two charter nenbers of Tau Orega | aunched a chapter whose i npact
on the Harlemcomunity and the broader New York Metropolitan area has
now spanned a full century; and

VWHEREAS, Through nore than a hundred years of service, the wonen of
Tau Onega Chapter have addressed the needs of their community across
every era and every challenge, fromthe Harl em Renai ssance through the
G eat Depression, from the G vil R ghts Myvenent through the present
day, remaining always in the forefront of +the wrk of education,
econom ¢ devel opnent, health, famly support, and the arts, enbodying
the Sorority's notto "Service to All Mankind" with grace, purpose, and
an unyi el di ng standard of excellence; and

VWHEREAS, The |naugural "A Sparkle In Tinme: The Legacy of a Century"”
Cotillion represents a new and | um nous chapter in Tau Orega's storied
tradition, presenting the chapter’'s Inaugural C ass of Debutantes and
Escorts in a celebration of poise, confidence, excellence, and el egance



that honors both the tineless rites of the cotillion tradition and the
extraordi nary century of achi evenent upon which this chapter stands; and

WHEREAS, A cotillion is anpbng the nost enduring expressions of
comunity investnment in young people and an occasion that calls forth
the best in its honorees, surrounds themwth the encouragenent of their
comunity, and sends them forward wth the confidence that their
community believes in who they are and who they are becom ng; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proudly noved to honor the Tau
Orega Chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, its officers and nenbers,
and the young wonen and nen of its Inaugural Cotillion C ass, whose
poi se and prom se reflect the enduring power of a sisterhood that has
been shapi ng New York's future for one hundred years; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Tau Orega Chapter of Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority wupon the
occasion of hosting its Inaugural "A Sparkle In Tinme: The Legacy of a
Century" Cotillion and to extend heartfelt congratulations to the
chapter, its debutantes, escorts, and famlies on this historic
m | estone; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the officers and nenbers of the Tau Omega Chapter of
Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority, in recognition of their century of service
to New York and their continued investnent in the excellence of the next
generati on.



