Senate Resolution No. 1962
BY: Senat or PALUMBO

HONORI NG i nfluenti al Bl ack authors upon the
occasi on of their desi gnati on for speci al
recognition at the 4th Annual Bl ack Authors Festival
on August 1, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the customof the Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those illustrious thought |eaders of their comunity, who strive to
support literacy and the «creation of powerful stories to uplift the
Bl ack community; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
influential Black authors wupon the occasion of their designation for
special recognition at the 4th Annual Black Authors Festival on
Sat urday, August 1, 2026, at the Black Authors Festival in Sag Harbor,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Cel ebrating the power of words and Bl ack aut hors, the Bl ack
Aut hors Festival ainms to support literacy and honor influential Bl ack
authors and thought |eaders in the comunity; it was founded by two
pr of essi onal Bl ack wonen who curated the renowned event to acquaint and
re-acquai nt Bl ack people with the notion of penning and publishing their
own stories; and

WHEREAS, The honorees being featured at the Bl ack Authors Festival
are: Darlene WIllianms, a cultural |eader and founder of the Black
Aut hors Festival who advances Iliteracy, intellectual freedom and
meani ngful di al ogue by el evating and connecting Bl ack authors, readers,
and thought |eaders; Maurice L. WIllianms, LMSW MA a social worker and
nonprofit | eader who, as Vice President of the Black Authors Festival
and Executive Director of A Father's Love, advances |iteracy,
ment or shi p, and community enpowernent through | eadership, education, and
cultural engagenent; Dr. Mathew Knowl es, a renowned nusic executive and
founder of Music Wrld Entertainnment who shaped the global nusic
I ndustry by developing iconic artists |ike Destiny's Child and Beyonce
t hrough visionary | eadership and strategic innovation; Rickey Smley, a
nationally recognized conedian and nedia personality who, through his
radio show, television work, and philanthropy, uses hunor and
storytelling to entertain audi ences whi |l e pronoting comunity
engagenent, youth devel opnent, and social awareness; Tiffany Cross, an
award-wi nning journalist and political commentator who uses her nedia
platforns and witing to el evate conversations on politics, race, and
social justice while advocating for informed civic engagenent and the
enpower ment of underrepresented voices; Jame Arty, an author and
preservationi st who blends storytelling, historical research, and

restoration to inspire appreciation for heritage, identity, and the
enduring power of hone; Mchelle MIller, an award-w nning CBS News
correspondent and co-host who delivers inpactful journalism and

storytelling that inforns audi ences while highlighting diverse voices,
human experiences, and issues of national inportance; A Lelia Bundles,



an award-winning journalist, author, and cultural historian who
preserves and shares African American history by docunenting the | egacy
of Madam C. J. Wal ker and highlighting stories of entrepreneurship,

enpower ment, and cul tural achievenent; Reverend Dr. A R Bernard, Sr.
a pastor, author, and faith | eader who has shaped spiritual, civic, and
cultural life for over four decades by gquiding congregants, advising
| eaders, and pronoting faith-driven conmunity enpowernent; Janaal
Bernard, Sr., Senior Pastor of the Christian Cultural Center, guiding
the congregation wth faith-driven |eadership that honors its |egacy
whi | e advancing spiritual growh, comunity outreach, and enpowernent
for the next generation; Tyrus H nton, an author, speaker, coach, and
nonprofit |eader who enpowers individuals and famlies t hr ough
resilience, faith, and personal transformation while advancing comunity
support, mentorship, and confidence-building initiatives; Ruth D
Al'l man, an author and storyteller who inspires children to enbrace
creativity, nusic, and collaboration, wusing her witing to pronote
I magi nati on, enpathy, and the transformative power of the arts; Rochel
Sleets, Editor-in-Chief of Newsday and a trailblazing journalist who
| eads the newsroom wth visionary |eadership, fostering editorial
excel l ence, community-focused reporting, and nmentorship while advancing
diverse voices in local journalism and Amaryllis Geene, a young
aut hor, actress, and creative advocate whose work in poetry,
performance, and comunity engagenent I nspires sel f - expressi on,
confidence, and creativity anong youth while celebrating curiosity and
ener gi ng voi ces; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that the
remar kabl e achievenments and contributions of these influential Black
aut hors deserve the highest recognition, and that their dedication to
literacy, cul tural preservati on, and enpower nent serves as an
inspiration to all citizens of the Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor influential Black authors upon the occasion of their designation
for special recognition at the 4th Annual Black Authors Festival on
August 1, 2026; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the aforenentioned honorees and the Black Authors
Festi val Board.



