Senate Resolution No. 1917
BY: Senator MARTI NEZ

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 4-6, 2026, as Golf Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
comenor at e t hose activities and i ndustries whi ch contribute
significantly to the vitality, prosperity, and well-being of the people
of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 4-6, 2026, as Gol f Day
in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Gol f Day; and

WHEREAS, Golf is a sport enjoyed by mllions of New Yorkers of al
ages and backgrounds, providing recreational opportunities that pronote
physical activity, nental health, and social interaction across every
region in New York; and

VWHEREAS, New York is hone to a rich and diverse golfing tradition,
wi th 833 golf courses spanning the state, fromthe scenic Adirondacks to
the rolling Hudson Valley and the shores of Long Island, offering
opportunities for public recreation, chanpionship play, and community
engagenent; and

VWHEREAS, New York ranks fourth in the nation in golf participation
with 1.6 mllion golfers, underscoring the sport's popularity and
accessibility across the state; and

VWHEREAS, The golf industry in New York is a $12.9 billion economc
engi ne, supporting 89,044 jobs, generating $3.8 billion in |abor incone,
and contributing nore than $1.03 billion in state and | ocal tax revenue,
reinforcing its vital role in the state's fiscal health and economc
devel opnment; and

VWHEREAS, New York golf drives significant tourism and destination
travel, supporting $1.7 billion in golf tourism annually, while mgjor
chanpi onships and industry events generate nore than $227 mllion in
di rect economi c inpact, positioning New York as a premer global golf
destination; and

VWHEREAS, New York's golf industry delivers broad public access, with
72% of courses open to the public, including 153 nunicipal facilities,
ensuring that the game renai ns accessi ble and inclusive across urban and
rural communities alike; and

VWHEREAS, Colf facilities across New York hosted nore than 14,000
charitable events in 2023, raising over $267 mllion to support | ocal
causes including hospitals, schools, Veterans prograns, and youth
initiatives, denonstrating the industry's deep commtnent to comunity



engagenent ; and

WHEREAS, New York boasts a storied golf heritage, from Saint
Andrew s Golf Cdub in Hastings-on-Hudson, the ol dest private golf club
in the United States, to Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, home to the
nation's first public golf course; and

VWHEREAS, New York has hosted nore U S. Opens than any other state
and continues to lead on the national and global stage, including
hosting the 2025 Ryder Cup at Bethpage Bl ack, the 2026 U S. Open at
Shi nnecock Hills, and future chanpi onshi ps through 2036; and

WHEREAS, New York golf courses are |eaders in envi ronnent a
stewardship, collectively managing nore than 103,000 acres of green
space, providing critical ecosystem services including st or mnat er
managenent, carbon sequestration, air and water filtration, and wildlife
habi tat; and

VWHEREAS, New  York gol f cour ses are actively engaged in
sustainability, nearly all courses report inplenentation of best
managemnent practices ( BMPs) acr oss wat er conservation, energy
ef ficiency, and waste reduction, with courses inplenenting an average of
21 BMPs in these areas conbi ned; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 98% of courses enploy nultiple water conservation
practices, and collectively account for |ess than one-half of one
percent of the state's total water use, denonstrating responsible and
efficient resource managenent; and

WHEREAS, Colf facilities also contribute to sustainability through
wast e reduction, diverting 37% of operational waste fromlandfills; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Legislature has supported sustainable
turfgrass managenent through the Turfgrass Environnental Stewardship
Fund, pronoting environnental protection, research, and wor kf or ce
devel opnment in the golf industry; and

VWHEREAS, The Enpire State CGolf Alliance, fornmed in 2025 and
conprised of 18 allied organizations representing PGA professionals,
superintendents, club managers, owners, and industry |eaders, is working
col | aboratively to advance the gane's economc, environnental, and
comunity inpact across the state; and

VWHEREAS, The Enpire State Golf Alliance will convene in Al bany, New
York, for its inaugural New York State Golf Day on May 12, 2026,
bringing together industry |eaders and stakeholders to engage wth
pol i cymakers and hi ghlight the gane's contributions to the State; and

VWHEREAS, It S fitting and proper to recognize the many
contributions of the gane of golf and to designate a day in its honor,
celebrating its enduring inpact on the State of New York and its
residents; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 4-6, 2026, as Gol f Day



I n the State of New York, in recognition of golf's invaluable
contributions to our econony, environnental stewardship, and comrunities
across the Enpire State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New

Yor k.



